
Welcome to another edition 
of the CBA North newslet-
ter packed full of informa-
tion about events, opportu-
nities, and stories relating 
to archaeology in the North. 

In the last issue, we asked 
members if they were will-
ing to receive the newslet-
ter via email to help reduce 
printing and postage costs. 
Very few members took up 
this idea, with others re-
sponding to say they enjoy 
receiving a paper copy and 
actually would be keen to 
see more pages and a larger 
typeface. The committee 
has therefore set off on an-
other tack and, whilst we 
are still keen to hear from 
members who would be 
happy to receive an elec-
tronic copy, we are now 
looking to find new funding 
sources for the newsletter. 

As you know, CBA North 
works to promote a posi-
tive awareness of the past 
and a sense of appreciation 
and care for the historic 
environment in the coun-
ties of Cumbria, Durham, 
Northumberland, Teesside 
and Tyne and Wear; we are 
the only CBA regional 
group to be active coast to 
coast across the North of 
England. With a growing 
membership of over 250, 
and 30 associated local his-
tory and archaeology 
groups, we feel potential 
sponsors exist who might 
be interested in linking up 
with us and funding the 
costs of this mailing. 

We are putting together 
some sponsorship opportu-
nities from as little as £30 
(individual) and £100 
(cooperate) are actively 
contacting organisations in 
the region who may wish to 
be associated with a charity 
that  actively works to in-
volve people with local ar-
chaeology. However, I sus-
pect that amongst our 
members, we may have 
individuals who may be 
interested or able to help in 

this way.  I would love to 
hear from you. 

As you will see in this issue 
of the newsletter, we have a 
number of excellent events 
coming up this year organ-
ised entirely by CBA North 
or with our partners. It 
would be great to see you 
at one of these events. 

As always, I would like to 
thank our Committee for 
their continuing work and 
dedication. 
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Notice of CBA North  
Annual General Meeting 

 Saturday, 22 May 2010 at 1 PM 

Conference Room, Bede’s World Museum,         

Church Bank, Jarrow NE32 3DY 

Business meeting to be followed by two formal talks on 

recent  archaeological finds from the CBA North region 

by either Rob Collins or Frances McIntosh, Finds Liai-

son Officers for the Portable Antiquities Scheme and on 

the recently published excavations of Housesteads Ro-

man Fort by Alan Rushworth of The Archaeological 

Practice. See  mailing insert for more details. 
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New Investigations at Binchester Roman Fort  By David Mason 

Binchester Roman fort - or Vinovia as it 
was known to the Romans – lies just 
over a mile north of Bishop Auckland 
and is approached via the minor road 
from the town’s market-place to New-
field. Binchester was one of a chain of 
forts built around 75 AD to guard the 
newly constructed main north-south 
road east of the Pennines known in 
later times as Dere Street. Parts of the 
site have been open to the public since 
the 1970s when a very well-preserved 
bath-building attached to the garrison 
commander’s house was excavated and 
placed on public display.   

2009 saw the first 
season of a new 
five-year excava-
tion project at 
Binchester 
prompted in part 
by the results of a 
Time Team investi-
gation in 2007 
which demon-
strated that the 
history of the site was far more complex 
than previously realised. It showed that 
the earliest fort here was around 7.5 
hectares (17 acres) in size, nearly twice 
the size of the later and well-known fort 
and almost half the size of a legionary 
fortress. It also confirmed earlier suspi-
cions that the civil settlement around 
the later fort extended over a far larger 
area than just the land to the south-
east sampled by the excavations of 
1878-80. In many ways Binchester was 
Bishop Auckland Mark I. The new pro-

ject is a partnership between Dur-
ham County Council’s Archaeology 
Section, the Department of Ar-
chaeology Durham University, the 
School of Archaeology, Depart-
ment of Classics, Stanford Univer-
sity (California) and the Architec-
tural and Archaeological Society of 
Durham and Northumberland. 
Each season provides fieldwork 
training for university undergradu-
ates as well as the opportunity for 
members of the public to participate. 
The new project aims to examine the 
east corner of the fort interior, a 

neighbouring part of 
the civil settlement 
and the site of the 
south-eastern gate-
house. The 2009 
season saw the start 
of the investigation 
of the first of these 
areas. The angle-
tower at the east 

corner was located 
along with traces of two interval towers 
and a possible bread-oven or kiln. The 
latest surfacing of the perimeter road 
was uncovered along with a single, 
long, narrow building of fourth century 
date provisionally interpreted as a bar-
rack. The remains of a much later build-
ing (possibly fourteenth century) were 
found overlying part of the perimeter 
road. 

The excavations run from early June 
through to the end of July 
on weekdays (not weekends 

at present) and can be inspected by the 
public when visiting the fort. Members 
of the public can participate but need to 
book a place well in advance and need 
to commit to a minimum of three con-
secutive days (a maximum limit may be 
imposed depending on demand). Mini-
mum age for children is 14 and those 
aged 14-16 must be accompanied by a 
parent or parentally approved guardian. 
To book contact the Archaeology Sec-
tion of Durham County Council 0191 
370 8712 or archae-
ology@durham.gov.uk — also checkout  
www.durham.gov.uk/archaeology. 

Opening hours are 11:00 am—5:00 pm 
April 3 – September 30, and 10:00 am 
—5:00 pm July and August. Telephone 
number for the fort is 01388 663089.  
Admission prices: adult - £2.50; conces-
sion - £1.20; child (5-16) - £1.10 

The dates of this year’s re-enactment 
events are Monday May 31st, Saturday 
and Sunday July 24th and 25th, and Mon-
day August 30th.   

Photo by: Aerialcam Ltd. 

Photo by: Durham County Council 

Clearing activities near Seaton De-
laval’s walled garden has revealed 
stonework from the original monu-
mental entrance to the estate. It 
marks the start of the West Ave-
nue and the house’s processional 
approach for 18th century visitors. 

Old photographs show just how 
elaborate, sophisticated, and large 
the pillars once were. They are full 
renaissance aedicules with sculp-
ture niche between attached col-
umns on the west (public face) and 
pilasters on the east (park) face, 
and pedimented cornices. They 
had surmounting plinth blocks, 

possibly to support armorial crests. 

The wing walls to either side of 
“The Pillars” at Avenue Head were 
modified in the early 20th century 
to provide safe pedestrian access 
to either side of the roadway. The 
pillars were removed in 1938. Only 
the stubs of the wing walls remain 
in situ today.  

The stonework will be stored at 
Seaton Delaval and an interesting 
exercise of spot which piece fits 
where on the old photographs 
awaits us! Story by Harry Beamish, 
The National Trust. 

Tarset Castle update 

As previously reported (CBANorth Newsletter, 
2009, Issue 5), the remains of this 13th century 
fortified house are at risk due to active landslip-
ping of the bank of the Tarset Burn. Topographic 
and geotechnical surveys of the site were carried 
out during the summer of 2009, funded by English 
Heritage and the site owner.  The extent and 
mechanisms of the slope failures was identified 
and preliminary proposals have been made for 
remedial works for which additional funding is 
being sought. 

The Tarset Archive Group plan to open the site on 
one of the Heritage Open Days in September for 
pre-booked guided tours. Details of this and other 
Group activities will be posted on the 
www.tarset.co.uk, follow links to ‘community’ and 
Tarset Archive Group. Update by Michael Money. 

mailto:archaeology@durham.gov.uk
mailto:archaeology@durham.gov.uk
http://www.durham.gov.uk/archaeology
http://www.tarset.co.uk
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A one-year, Arts and Humani-
ties Research Council-funded 
project has just begun at 
Newcastle University. The 
Rock Art Mobile Project 
(RAMP) will enhance public 
engagement with Neolithic 
and Early Bronze Age carvings 
in Northumberland. Building 
on the Newcastle University 
Beckensall Northumberland 
Rock Art Project and the 
Northumberland & Durham 
Rock Art Pilot Project, RAMP 
will make information and 
media from these resources 
available in the field via mo-
bile digital technology.  

The England’s Rock Art data-
base (http://
archaeologydataser-
vice.ac.uk/era), which com-
bines data from both pro-

jects, is not currently accessi-
ble in areas without good 
mobile coverage but with 
Bluetooth access points 
placed close to rock art sites, 
visitors will be able to 
download maps, 
information, 
tours, images, and 
other media di-
rectly to their 
phones. They also 
will be able to 
access tools for 
collecting visual 
information (via 
camera-phone), 
written notes (via 
keyboard), or 
even sound re-
cordings of their 
impressions (via micro-
phone). These could later be 

uploaded to the internet, 
providing an opportunity to 
share experiences via a range 
of social networks, link with 
the full rock art database, or 
use self-publishing options 

such as postcards (e.g., Moo) 
and newspapers (e.g., News-

paperclub) to create unique, 
personalised guides to share 
with friends and family.  

A small team at Newcastle 
University will work closely 
with local heritage agencies 
to identify appropriate loca-
tions for the RAMP technol-
ogy, and the overall design 
process and media content 
will be developed through 
workshops involving poten-
tial user groups. This will en-
sure that this cutting-edge 
approach to enhancing visitor 
experiences is exploited to 
best effect, and will provide 
new insights into ways to 
make heritage resources 
more accessible to the gen-
eral public in rural land-
scapes. 

CBA North members are invited to take 
part in an exciting new community ar-
chaeology project in the North Penni-
nes Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty (AONB). The project will em-
power local people to undertake im-
portant and exciting research work, 
initially over an 18 month period start-
ing in summer 2010.  

The lead industry of the North Penni-
nes has been much studied over the 
years, but many other aspects of the 
region’s archaeological heritage remain 
little studied and poorly understood. 
This project will complete a number of 
modules at locations throughout the 
North Pennines, including topographic 
and geophysical surveys of multi-
period archaeological landscapes, de-
tailed investigation of rock art sites, 
small-scale excavations of prehistoric 
settlements and Roman roads, and 
architectural surveys of medieval and 
post-medieval buildings.  

Another proposed module focuses spe-
cifically on artefacts. Objects, such as 
Stone Age flint tools and Roman coins, 
from sites throughout the North Penni-

nes have found their way into several 
different museums, and others remain 
in private hands. It is hoped that volun-
teers will help to develop a photo-
graphic database of all these artefacts, 
which will represent an important re-
source for anyone interested in the 
historic environment and a key source 
for anyone planning archaeological 
projects in future. In the longer term, it 
could also form the basis for an 
exhibition about the archaeology 
of the North Pennines.  

The Altogether Archaeology pro-
ject is open to all, and volunteers 
are welcome regardless of previ-
ous experience; full training will be 
offered as an essential part of all 
project modules, and further train-
ing events can be arranged on re-
quest. The project will also arrange 
a number of evening classes, 
guided walks, and other events 
covering local archaeology. 
Whether you fancy spending a 
few hours learning about prehis-
toric flints, a day recording a his-
toric building, a weekend doing 
geophysical survey on a buried 

settlement, or even a week or two par-
ticipating in an excavation, then the 
Altogether Archaeology project is for 
you!  

To register as an Altogether Archae-
ology Volunteer, please contact Paul 
Frodsham at the North Pennines AONB 
Partnership Office, 1 Martin Street, 
Stanhope, DL13 2UY (01388 528801 or 
pfrodsham@northpenninesaonb.org.uk)  

Altogether Archaeology: Its time to start digging into your past!  By Paul Frodsham 

Lordenshaw Photo by: Aron Mazel 

Rock Art to go Mobile in Northumberland 
By Kate Sharpe, Areti Galani, and Aron Mazel (International Centre for Cultural and Heritage Studies 

The North Pennines AONB, like CBA North, extends 
into the NE and NW regions, covering large tracts 
of east Cumbria, south-east Northumberland and 
west Durham. Altogether Archaeology fieldwork 
projects will be located throughout the AONB. 

http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/era/
http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/era/
http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/era/
mailto:pfrodsham@northpenninesaonb.org.uk
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EVENTS 
All events free and open to the public 
unless stated otherwise. Keep up-to-date 
with regional events by visiting our 
website at http://www.britarch.ac.uk/cban/

events.html 

P U B L I C  L E C T U R E S  
13.04.10 The Prehistory of the North 
Pennines speaker: Paul Frodsham (Historic 
Environment Officer North Pennines AONB 
Partnership); 7:30 pm at Supper Room, 
Market Hall, Appleby; sponsored Appleby 
Archaeology Group 

13.04.10 The de Brus family in Yorkshire 
speaker: Ruth Blakely; 7:00 pm at Sacred 
Heart Church Hall, Thirsk Road, Northallerton; 
sponsor: Northallerton and District Local 
History Society (NDLHS) 

28.04.10 Bridging Heritage and Science: 
assessing and managing ancient stone 
monuments in the countryside speakers: 
Professor David Graham and Dr Myra Giesen, 
6:00 pm at the Lecture Theatre of the Mining 
Institute, Neville Hall, Westgate Road, 
Newcastle upon Tyne; sponsor: Society of 
Antiquaries of Newcastle upon Tyne 
(Newcastle Antiquaries) 

08.05.10 AGM for the Architectural & 
Archaeological Society of Durham & 
Northumberland (Arch&Arch) in Corbridge 
Parish Hall with a tour of the Roman Fort; 
contact Arch&Arch 

11.05.10 The Hellfire Club and Crazy Castle, 
Skelton speaker: Dr Tony Nicholson; 7:00 pm 
at Sacred Heart Church Hall, Thirsk Road, 
Northallerton; sponsor: NDLHS 

26.05.10 The Royal Tombs of Egypt’s Delta 
speaker: Dr Penny Wilson; 6:00 pm at the 
Lecture Theatre of the Mining Institute, 
Neville Hall, Westgate Road, Newcastle upon 
Tyne; sponsor: Newcastle Antiquaries and 
North East Ancient Egypt Society 

30.06.10 Bone and Antler Combs in Britain 
and Scandinavia speaker: Dr Stephen Ashby; 
6:00 pm at the Lecture Theatre of the Mining 
Institute, Neville Hall, Westgate Road, 
Newcastle upon Tyne; sponsor: Newcastle 
Antiquaries 

28.07.10 Patronage and Palladianism: 
the career of William Newton speaker: 
Richard Pears; 6:00 pm at the Lecture 
Theatre of the Mining Institute, Neville 
Hall, Westgate Road, Newcastle upon 
Tyne; sponsor: Newcastle Antiquaries 

10.08.10 The Lascelles family of 
Northallerton & Harewood, Part 2 
speaker: Terry Suthers (Archivist, The 
Friends of Harewood House); 7:00 pm at 
Sacred Heart Church Hall, Thirsk Road, 
Northallerton; sponsor: NDLHS 

25.08.10 Kinder Transport to the North East 
speaker: John Sadler; 6:00 pm at the Lecture 
Theatre of the Mining Institute, Neville Hall, 
Westgate Road, Newcastle upon Tyne; 
sponsor: Newcastle Antiquaries 

14.09.10 Street House Iron-Age settlement, 
Saltburn speaker: Steve Sherlock; 7:00 pm at 
Sacred Heart Church Hall, Thirsk Road, 
Northallerton; sponsor: NDLHS 

25.09.10 Flodden 500: initial results from 
fieldwork in advance of the 500th 
anniversary of the Battle of Flodden (9th 

September 1513) speaker: Dr Chris Burgess 
(County Archaeologist, Northumberland 
County Council); 2:30 pm at Elvet Riverside, 
Room 141 New Elvet, Durham; sponsor: 
Arch&Arch  

29.09.10 Early Medieval Bernicia: the rise 
and fall of a coastal society speaker: 
Christopher Ferguson; 6:00 pm at the Lecture 
Theatre of the Mining Institute, Neville Hall, 
Westgate Road, Newcastle upon Tyne; 
sponsor: Newcastle Antiquaries 

12.10.10  Annual General Meeting for NDLHS 
members, followed by ‘Sir Thomas Chaloner, 
the excellent Tudor servant’ speaker: 
Michael Chaloner; 7:00 pm at Sacred Heart 
Church Hall, Thirsk Road, Northallerton 

16.10.10 Traditions and Transitions: material 
culture and deposition in the later Iron Age 
of North-East England speaker: Arthur 
Anderson (Ph D Student, University of 
Durham); 2:30 pm at Elvet Riverside, Room 
141 New Elvet, Durham; sponsor: Arch&Arch 

27.10.10  Community Archaeology in Britain 
and the North East  speaker: Dr Suzie 
Thomas; 6:00 pm at the Lecture Theatre of 
the Mining Institute, Neville Hall, Westgate 
Road, Newcastle upon Tyne; sponsor: 
Newcastle Antiquaries 

09.11.10  Late mediaeval Yarm & the Vale of 
Mowbray speaker: Barry Harrison; 7:00 pm at 
Sacred Heart Church Hall, Thirsk Road, 
Northallerton; sponsor: NDLHS 

13.11.10 The late Iron Age ritual site at 
Hallaton, Leicestershire: rewriting the early 
history of central Britain speaker: Professor 
Colin Haselgrove (University of Leicester); 
2:30 pm at Elvet Riverside, Room 141 New 
Elvet, Durham; sponsor: Arch&Arch 

25.11.10 Blood of the Provinces: The Roman 
Auxilia and the creation of imperial society 
speaker: Professor Ian Haynes; 6:00 pm at the 
Curtis Auditorium, Herschel Building, 
University of Newcastle; sponsor: Newcastle 
Antiquaries 

14.12.10 Defending the past: archaeology on 
Ministry of Defence estates speaker: Phil 
Abramson; 7:00 pm at Sacred Heart Church 
Hall, Thirsk Road, Northallerton; sponsor: 
NDLHS 

C O N F E R E N C E  
24.04.10 Cumbria Industrial History Society 
Spring Conference “From rocks to riches?” 
9:30 am at University of Cumbria, Ambleside; 
contact 015395 62250; costs - members 
£12.50, non-members £14.50 

17.05.10 School of Historical Studies 
Postgraduate Forum 9:30 am—5:00 pm at 
the Research Beehive, Newcastle University. 
Contact: Katie Green, k.l.green@ncl.ac.uk, 
www.ncl.ac.uk/historical. 

19.06.10 Hadrian's Wall Archaeology Forum 
9:30 am—4:30 pm at Queen's Hall, Beaumont 
Street, Hexham, Northumberland. Contact 
David Mason 0191 3708842/8712, 
www.hadrianicsociety.com/page6.htm 
archaeology@durham.gov.uk, . Cost £15. 

03.10.10 Appleby Archaeology Group 
Autumn Conference “Medieval Life in the 
Eden Valley” chair: Dr. Angus Winchester; 
Appleby Grammar School; contact Phyllis 
Rouston, 017683 53463, 
www.applebyarchaeology.org.uk  

9.10.10 From Tweed to Tees Re-assessing 
Roman life and society in North-East England; 
County Hall, Durham; contact David Petts, 
d.a.petts@durham.ac.uk, 
www.romansociety.org/events/roman-
society-centenary/conferences.html.  

16.10.10 Cumbria Industrial History Society 
Autumn Conference at The Wave Centre, 
Maryport 

13.11.10 End of the Roman North Temple 
Hall, York St John University, Lord Mayor's 
Walk, York. Contact Stuart Laycock, 
StuLaycock34@blueyonder.co.uk, 
www.410.org.uk/confs.htm.  

20.11.10 The Twilight of Roman Britain in 
the North 10:00am—5:00 pm at The Customs 
House South Shields. Provisional date, subject 

17
th

 July to 1
st 

August 

Checkout events schedule at:  

http://festival.britarch.ac.uk/  

2010 

Sponsor Contact Details: 

Arch&Arch: Belinda Burke, 01388 762620, 
archandarch.dandn@durham.ac.uk, 
www.durham.ac.uk/archandarch.dandn  

NDLHS: Mike Sanders, 01609 774662, heri-
tage@sandison.me.uk  

Society of Antiquaries of Newcastle upon 
Tyne (Newcastle Antiquaries): 
www.newcastle-antiquaries.org.uk 

http://www.britarch.ac.uk/cban/events.html
http://www.britarch.ac.uk/cban/events.html
mailto:k.l.green@ncl.ac.uk
http://www.ncl.ac.uk/historical
http://www.hadrianicsociety.com/page6.htm
mailto:archaeology@durham.gov.uk
http://www.applebyarchaeology.org.uk
mailto:d.a.petts@durham.ac.uk
http://www.romansociety.org/events/roman-society-centenary/conferences.html
http://www.romansociety.org/events/roman-society-centenary/conferences.html
mailto:StuLaycock34@blueyonder.co.uk
http://www.410.org.uk/confs.htm
http://festival.britarch.ac.uk/
mailto:archandarch.dandn@durham.ac.uk
http://www.durham.ac.uk/archandarch.dandn
mailto:heritage@sandison.me.uk
mailto:heritage@sandison.me.uk
http://www.newcastle-antiquaries.org.uk
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to change. Contact: Stuart Laycock, 
StuLaycock34@blueyonder.co.uk, 
www.410.org.uk/confs.htm 

17-19.12.10 32nd Annual Meeting of the 
Theoretical Archaeology Group University of 
Bristol; see http://www.bristol.ac.uk/
tag2010/call.html  

G U I D E D  W A L K S / T O U R S  
08.06.10 Guided tour of Harlsey Castle guide: 
Erik Matthews; 7:00 pm meeting place tbc; 
sponsor: NDLHS 

26.06.10 Friends of Houghton Hillside 
Cemetery, Annual Open Day and guided 
tours see: www.houghton-hillside-
cemetery.org.uk  

13.07.10 Tour of historic Yarm guide: Yarm 
Civic Society; 7:00 pm meeting place tbc; 
sponsor: NDLHS 

18.07.10 Limekilns and Lobsterpots at 
Beadnell looking at the archaeology and 
hearing about the history of fishing and 
coastal industries; 2:00 pm at the Beach car 
park (parking charge) NU2352 2874 returning 
by Beadnell village; walk time ~2-3 hours; 
contact www.northumberlandcoastaonb.org  

24.07.10 Roman’s go home, what happened 
next? from Steel Rigg to Housesteads fort, 
viewing archaeological remains of the past 
1600 years; guide: Harry Beamish (National 
Trust Archaeologist); ~3 mile walk over rough 
and hilly terrain; 10:00 am—1:00 pm at Steel 
Rigg Car Park (N of Once Brewed visitor 
centre). Parking charge. Bus service available 
from Housesteads see www.hadrians-
wall.org/page.aspx/Things-To-See-And-Do/
Hadrian's-Wall-Country-Bus; contact: Eric 
Wilton 01434 344218, 
eric.wilton@nationaltrust.org.uk  

31.07.10 Tour of Rothley Crags discover the 
historical secrets of Rothley Crags through 
the centuries and view the beautiful 
Wallington Estate from the top of the castle! 
10:00 am—12:30 am at the lay-by 
immediately east of Rothley Cross Roads (NZ 
044 896); bring waterproofs and boots; 
contact 01670 773600, 
wallington@nationaltrust.org.uk, 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/wallington  

F I E L D W O R K  
07.06.10–01.08.10 Bamburgh Research 
Project, Northumberland, Summer Session 
Contact Graeme Young, 23 Kingsdale Avenue, 
Blyth, Northumberland, 01670 352100, 
www.bamburghresearchproject.co.uk, 
graemeyoung@bamburghresearchproject.co.
uk; cost £155 per week. 

24-25.04.10, 15-16.05.10, 26-27.06.10, 24-
25.07.10 Lammerside Castle, Cumbria 
sponsor: Arch&Arch  

Hornby Castle near Bedale, North Yorkshire 
1-2.05.10  

W O R K S H O P S /  
S H O R T  C O U R S E S  

24-25.04.10 Roman Wheel-Made Pottery  
Equips participants to prospect for natural 
clay and prepare it for pot making; make their 
own prehistoric tool kit; make and decorate 
replicas of prehistoric pots and fire them in 
an authentic manner. Held at Coach House, 
Elsdon. Contact Graham Taylor, Crown Studio 
Gallery, Bridge Street, Rothbury, 
Northumberland, 01669 622890, 
gallery@crownstudio.co.uk, 
www.pottedhistory.co.uk. Cost £100. 

15-16.05.10 Roman Samian Ware Focus on 
Roman making methods; Coach House, 
Elsdon; contact Graham Taylor 01669 
622890, gallery@crownstudio.co.uk, 
www.pottedhistory.co.uk. Cost £100. 

20.04.10-11.05.10 Archaeology: Living by 
Water 7:00 pm—9:00 pm (4 sessions) at 
Antioch House, 66 Crossgate, Durham; 
contact Ian Colquhoun, Colquhouni@aol.com, 
07927 058660 . Cost £23. Fieldtrips (09.05.10 
and 23.05.10) optional for additional £8 and 
children free. 

E X H I B I T I O N  
Bastles in Tarset The display mounted for the 
Tarset Archive Group’s successful and 
oversubscribed Bastle Weekend in October 
2009 will be exhibited at Kielder Castle 
throughout the 2010 season by kind 
invitation of the Forestry Commission. It 
features not only the structures but also the 
environment in which they were built and 
occupied. Open daily 1 April to 1 November 
and at weekends in November and 
December. Parking £3. See  

www.visitkielder.com.  

D A Y S  O U T  
12.06.10 Making bread without an oven 
with: Louisa Gidney (Durham University and 
Rent-a-Peasant); 2;00 pm at the Botanic 
Gardens, Durham; pre-booking required; 
sponsor: Arch&Arch 

31.07.10 Health and disease of our ancestors 
10;00 am—4:00 pm;  sponsor: Durham 
University; Bioarchaeology Research Group; 
details: www.dur.ac.uk/archaeology 

P U B L I C A T I O N S  
Finds from the Frontier: material culture in 
the 4th - 5th centuries edited by Rob Collins 
and Lindsay Allason-Jones — CBA's latest 
publication brings together papers given at 
the 2008 conference, focusing on the broader 
frontier from the Humber-Mersey to the 
Forth-Clyde and aims to elucidate the life of 
the 4th century limitanei of Britain through 
their material culture. Cost £35; available via 
CBA website www.britarch.ac.uk/books. 

CBA North  

Sponsored Events 

22.05.10 AGM  1 pm-3.30 pm at Bede's 
World Conference Room, Bede's World 
Museum, Jarrow; see details on page 1. 

31.05.10 Northumberland Local His-
tory Fair Woodhorn Museum & Archives, 
Ashington CBA North has a stall at this 
event to promote the organisation and 
sell a selection of CBA books at reduced 
special rates; 
www.experiencewoodhorn.com 

05.06.10 Sunderland Heritage Forum 
History Fair 10 am-4 pm at The Se-
aburn Centre, A183, Seaburn, Sunder-
land; another opportunity to attract mem-
bers and sell books. Do drop by and say 
hello!  Details: 0191 5678887, Sunderlan-
dhistoryfair2010@uwclub.net 

10.07.10 Visit to the archaeological 
excavations at Bollihope see article 
page 7 for details, please book for this 
event by 1st July. 

18.09.10 Visit to the archaeological 
excavations at Flodden 2 pm, Chris 
Burgess, Northumberland County Archae-
ologist, will show CBA North members 
around the archaeological excavations at 
Flodden Hill. Chris will bring the story of 
the battle alive and will explain how the 
excavations have shown that Flodden Hill 
was occupied well before the medieval 
battle. Flodden 500 is a 5 year archaeo-

logical project which commemorates 500 
years since the battle www.iflodden.info. 
Book this event by 15th September, by 
emailing 
Chris.Burgess@northumberland.gov.uk  

10.10.10 Visit to Blyth Battery  Sun-
day 11 am at the Blyth Battery, Chris 
Burgess, will show CBA North members 
around the fascinating World War Two 
Blyth Battery, which has been restored 
and is run by volunteers. To book a 
place, please contact 0191 2816117 or 
cbanorth@britarch.ac.uk by 7th October. 

November 2010 The Bowes Museum 
Behind the Scene date and time to be 
confirmed. This event will provide CBA 
North members a chance to see archaeo-
logical objects and finds from excavations 
in County Durham that are not usually on 
display. The Bowes Museum houses ob-
jects up to 6000 years old, from prehis-
toric cup and ring marked stones, a 
Bronze Age hoard to graffiti from 
Binchester Roman Fort. Samantha 
Belcher, Community Curator will show us 
around. If you are interested, contact 
cbanorth@britarch.ac.uk or 0191 
2816117 for more details. 

mailto:StuLaycock34@blueyonder.co.uk
http://www.410.org.uk/confs.htm
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/tag2010/call.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/tag2010/call.html
http://www.northumberlandcoastaonb.org
http://www.hadrians-wall.org/page.aspx/Things-To-See-And-Do/Hadrian's-Wall-Country-Bus
http://www.hadrians-wall.org/page.aspx/Things-To-See-And-Do/Hadrian's-Wall-Country-Bus
http://www.hadrians-wall.org/page.aspx/Things-To-See-And-Do/Hadrian's-Wall-Country-Bus
mailto:eric.wilton@nationaltrust.org.uk
mailto:wallington@nationaltrust.org.uk
http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/wallington
http://www.bamburghresearchproject.co.uk
mailto:graemeyoung@bamburghresearchproject.co.uk
mailto:graemeyoung@bamburghresearchproject.co.uk
mailto:gallery@crownstudio.co.uk
http://www.pottedhistory.co.uk
mailto:gallery@crownstudio.co.uk
http://www.pottedhistory.co.uk
mailto:Colquhouni@aol.com
http://www.visitkielder.com
http://www.dur.ac.uk/archaeology
file://www.britarch.ac.uk/books
file://www.experiencewoodhorn.com
mailto:Sunderlandhistoryfair2010@uwclub.net
mailto:Sunderlandhistoryfair2010@uwclub.net
file://www.iflodden.info
mailto:Chris.Burgess@northumberland.gov.uk
mailto:cbanorth@britarch.ac.uk
mailto:cbanorth@britarch.ac.uk
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An Anglo-Saxon settlement 
has been discovered at Shot-
ton Surface Mining Site west 
of Cramlington. The archaeo-
logical works generously 
funded by Banks Mining are 
far from complete but it is 
possible to provide a provi-
sional statement of results. 

The settlement comprises at 
least five rectangular post-
built halls, two sunken-
feature buildings, an earlier 
roundhouse, and a system of 
enclosures, fences, and 
trackways. It is probable that 
each timber hall housed a 
family unit. The site is one of 
a small number of Anglo-
Saxon settlements to be ex-
cavated on a scale, and un-
der conditions, that will al-
low for a detailed analysis of 
its layout and development 
over time. Artefactual evi-
dence recovered consists of 
Anglo-Saxon pottery, loom 
weights, and metalworking 
residues. In advance of the 
receipt of scientific dates, 
the site presently cannot be 
closely dated within the 

early-medieval period, but 
the character of the pottery 
and structural paral-
lels strongly suggest 
an earlier Anglo-
Saxon date. The set-
tlement pattern is 
typical of many Anglo
-Saxon settlements 
with a fairly dis-
persed spread of 
structures, the ma-
jority of which are 
oriented east-west. 
At the time of writ-
ing, samples are still being 
processed and it will be 
some months before radio-
carbon dates are obtained. 
Similarly, environmental evi-
dence that will give an in-
sight into the economic basis 
of the settlement is still be-
ing processed. 

In the early medieval period, 
Northumbria was at the 
forefront of political, cul-
tural, and intellectual devel-
opments. At its greatest ex-
tent in the 7th Century, the 
Kingdom of Bernicia, with its 
capital at Bamburgh, ex-

tended from Edinburgh to 
the Humber. Despite the 
importance of the early me-
dieval period in the region, 
little is known about settle-

ment archaeology outside a 
restricted region in north 
Northumberland (i.e., Bam-
burgh, Yeavering and Thirl-
ings) and the ecclesiastical 
sites to the south at Jarrow, 
Monkwearmouth and Har-
tlepool. The Shotton site 
represents an isolated 
known instance of an exten-
sive secular settlement plan 
in a 100-mile gap between 
the cluster of known settle-
ments in north Northumber-
land and West Heslerton in 
North Yorkshire, although 
fragmentarily known settle-
ments at sites such as Cat-

terick indicate that more 
await discovery. 

Within the same surface 
mining scheme, archaeologi-
cal works has revealed set-
tlement of Iron Age/Roman 
date (underlying the Anglo-
Saxon settlement (at 1 km 
away)) and the plan of the 
successor medieval village 
(only 300 m away). The 
opencast mine has made 
possible a large-scale study 
of landscape settlement pat-
terns across an area of in 
excess of 300 hectares, 
within which the newly dis-
covered Anglo-Saxon site has 
a key role in the understand-
ing of the emergence of the 
early-medieval settlement 
pattern and the process of 
settlement nucleation.  

Excavation work is continu-
ing and it is hoped that the 
complete plan of the settle-
ment will be recovered 
which when analysed in rela-
tion to the structural, arte-
factual, and environmental 
information will provide a 
significant contribution to 
the study and understanding 
of the period. 

Anglo-Saxon site at Shotton 
By Jon McKelvey, Tyne and  Wear Archaeology 

Davies-Shiel, a leading industrial histo-
rian in the Lake Counties, passed away 
last summer. He lived roughly 50 years 
in the area and had accumulated an 
immense amount of information on a 
wide range of the industrial sites in the 
area. His personal archives were de-
posited at Kendal Record Office, but his 
slide collection of over 20,000 slides 
has been donated to the Cumbrian 
Industrial History Society of which Mike 
was President at the time of his death. 

The Society is cataloguing and digitising 
this vast slide collection, which con-
tains images of sites and processes that 
have now disappeared. It wants to 
make the images available to the wider 
community through a website. 

The digitalisation of the collection is 
not cheap and the Society is actively 
looking for grants to help with this 
cost. They also have opened a fund to 
which donations can be made towards 
the cost in memory of Mike. 

For any of you who attended one of 
the many talks Mike made on a wide 

range of subjects across the county 
these were always illustrated with a 
suitable handout. The Society has col-
lected together a large number of 
these handouts along with Mike’s lists 
of features such as blommeries, corn 
mills, textile mills and the maps illus-
trating their position within the county 
and has copied them as .pdf files onto 
a CD. We are making the CD available 
at £5 of which £4 goes to the slide digi-
talisation fund. Further information on 
the CD or making a donation is avail-
able from: Graham Brooks, Coomara, 
Carleton, Carlisle, CA4 0BU or e-mail 

gbrooksvet@tiscali.co.uk. 

Feature at Shotton near Cramlington. 
Photo by: Jon McKelvey 

Mike Davies-Shiel Slide Collection  By Graham Brooks 

Pouring ingots at Backbarrow in the 1960s. 
Photo provided by Graham Brooks 

mailto:gbrooksvet@tiscali.co.uk
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Bollihope Common (NY 978 353) is the 
upper section of the valley of 
the Bollihope Burn, a tributary of the 
River Wear, which joins the main river 
near Frosterley. This a multi-period 
landscape, which is traversed by 
the B6278 road from Stanhope to Mid-
dleton in Teesdale, is home to 
the Bollihope Common Archaeology 
Project, run by Dr Jane Webster 
(Newcastle University) and Dr Robert 
Young (English Heritage). Excavations 
have been running on the common 
since 1998, however, the recording of 
archaeological features has taken 
place there since the 1970 's when a 
pollen diagram was produced from a 
bog slightly to the north of the present 
survey area, showing evidence of multi
-period activity from the Mesolithic 
through to the early modern period. 
The main research aim of the pro-
ject was (and still is) to answer ques-
tions about changing social and eco-
nomic relations during the Iron Age /
Romano-British transition, as well as 
dating some of the features identified 
in previous field surveys that have take 
place. The project also wanted to ex-
amine traditional models of ‘upland 
desertion’ in the Late Bronze Age/Iron 
Age and to test whether some of the 
ritual deposition activities now being 
recognised on Iron Age domestic sites 
in southern England also occurred in 
the north. Another part of the project 
involves studying the levels of 
‘Romanisation’ among Romano-British 
households in a location that, whilst 
remote, is only 58 km from Hadrian’s 
Wall, and 40 km from the Roman fort 
at Piercebridge. 

In 1998, the first excavation took place 
at the site of a suspected roundhouse 
and enclosure. The results of three 
years fieldwork, taking place from 1998
-2004, produced evidence of a Romano
-British roundhouse and farmstead, 
dated by morphology and material cul-
ture remains found during the excava-
tion. The excavation was carried out by 
University of Leicester students as part 
of their undergraduate training.  

From 2005-2009, the excavation focus-
sed on a second settlement site located 
to the east of the first roundhouse, ex-

cavated in 1998. The results of the four 
seasons, produced evidence of Meso-
lithic activity taking place within the 
surrounding landscape; a late Iron Age/
Romano-British homestead of at least 
two phases, a roman furnace site which 

suggests that there was silver extrac-
tion taking place, and a large charcoal 
pit, one of the only ones to be exca-
vated in the North east of England. The 
work for this part of the project was 
carried out by Newcastle University 
Students as part of their undergraduate 
training.  

The 2010 excavation, which runs from 
the 3rd July to the 24th July, will be look-
ing at a suspected Iron Age scooped 
settlement, which is abutted by a me-
dieval sheep enclosure. 

 Archaeology and the community has 
played a large part in the excavations 
on Bollihope Common. It was during 
the 2004 excavation season, that 
the Bollihope Common project was 
opened to local volunteers, who were 
encouraged to come along and exca-
vate with the students. This was 
so successful that this was widened in 
the future seasons.  From 2005, the 
ANOB, The Durham Association, 
the Weardale Community Partnership 
and the Dales Centre in Stanhope have 
all contributed towards the project, 
and this money has been put towards 
volunteer transport costs, and the rest 
has been invested in basic excavation 
kit that can be used by volunteers who 
want to work on the site, but may not 

want to invest in their own trowels and 
buckets. The project also runs a series 
of guided site walks (with free trans-
port provided) and evening talks, which 
discuss the archaeology of the whole 
of Weardale, not just of Bollihope. Lo-

cal school parties 
also come up to site 
to excavate with 
the students, and 
more recently, 
Newcastle YAC, 
which was set up by 
Dr Jane Webster 
and students from 
the Bollihope Com-
mon dig, also come 
up and excavate. 
The Bollihope Com-
mon Archaeology 
Project is today 
characterised by a 
two-way exchange 
of views and experi-

ences, as ‘incoming’ students and resi-
dent ‘local archaeologists’ encounter 
each other each year. There is a shared 
strength of feeling about ‘place’: some-
thing that archaeologists who are not 
part of the communities that they 
study can only glimpse. Perhaps most 
importantly, local people are producing 
their own archaeology as opposed to 
simply consuming ‘expert’ opinion. Cer-
tainly, the input of local knowledge into 
the project has given us a far more nu-
anced understanding of how the land-
scape works, and that has also led to a 
shift in our own interests.   

The Bollihope Common project would 
like to invite the CBA North members 
for a visit to the site on Saturday 10th 
July. This trip will involve a walking tour 
of the site, encompassing the archae-
ology of the landscape, as well as 
an opportunity to partake in some 
fieldwork. For more information about 
this trip, please contact Hannah Flint 
at c.h.r.flint@googlemail.com or 0191 
253 7254.  

For more information on the project, 
please read   R. Young and J. Webster 
2006. Survey and excavation 
on Bollihope Common. Archaeology 
County Durham, 1, 14-19. 

Bollihope Common Community Archaeology Project  By Hannah Flint  

The inner roundhouse excavated by students and community vol-
unteers during the 2005 season. Photo by: Hannah Flint 

mailto:c.h.r.flint@googlemail.com
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Newcastle University’s Young Archaeolo-
gist’s Club has gone from strength to 
strength over the past year, growing in 
numbers, 
with now 30 
members on 
the register. 
In October 
2009, the 
Club won the 
Celebration 
Challenge 
Club of the 
Year award, 
organized by 
National 
YAC. As part 
of the award, two members of the branch 
(Tom Lee and Stella Coulter) visited the 
Time Team excavation at Purlieus Wood, 
Bedford. They presented Time Team with 
their winning banner, and toured the  Ro-
man Villa with the main archaeological 
staff, including Phil Harding, Matt Williams 
and Raksha Dave. Both Tom and Stella (and 
their parents) had a fantastic time. ‘It was 
great to meet the stars of the programme, 
to see the trenches, to wash the finds and 

of course hand over the banner, made by 
the Newcastle YAC branch for the Celebra-
tion Challenge, to the TIME TEAM. It was 

amazing’ said Tom. 

The entire club also 
received a certificate 
and a signed photo-
graph from Time 
Team, along with a 
selection of books. 
The books  makes up 
the core of  the 
branches newly 
formed Library, from 
which members can 

borrow.  

As a co-leader of the Newcastle YAC branch, 
I want to let you know we are in discussions 
about splitting it into two groups, a younger 
club and an older club, to allow more mem-
bers to join. We will let everyone know the 
outcome of the decision soon. 

I also want to say I am CBA North’s YAC Liai-
son and am happy to bring YAC issues to 
the CBA North Committee, please contact 
me at c.h.r.flint@googlemail.com. 

Support CBA North 
Help CBA North raise funds to 
support ongoing activities when 
shopping online with over 600 
popular retailers. Simply visit  
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
cbanorth. 

Or  

You can raise funds when you 
search the web! Use easysearch 
every time you search the Web 
and they’ll give 50% of the fees 
paid by their advertising spon-
sors to CBA North. All you need 
to do is to visit  http://
cbanorth.easysearch.org.uk.  

As one of your 
new Student Rep-
resentatives I 
thought it might 
be a good idea to 
introduce myself! I 
graduated from 
Birmingham Uni-
versity in 2005 
having studied 
Ancient History and Archaeology and then 
took a year out to work as a careers assis-

tant. During this time, I decided to apply for 
a master’s degree at Durham University 
(Palaeopathology) after which I went 
straight into a NERC funded PhD entitled 
‘An Osteological and Biomolecular Study of 
Prehistoric Tuberculosis in Britain’. I am 
now in the final year of the PhD so I’m be-
ing kept very busy! My interests are primar-
ily infectious disease, weapon trauma, and 
the history of medicine with a strong focus 
on outreach and how human remains are 
represented in museums. I’m a committee 
member for the British Association for Bio-
logical Anthropology and am very pleased 
to now be representing CBA North students 
along with Tori Park.     

Copy Deadline for next Newsletter  
— Friday, 24th September 2010 — 

CBA North welcomes the opportunity to ad-
vertise archaeological projects, events, field-
work, exhibitions, and conferences, or other 
relevant news on behalf of our membership.  
Please send articles (200-300 words) to    
cbanorthnews@britarch.ac.uk by 24  Septem-
ber. Images are welcome, however, please 
confirm permission has been given for repro-
duction and include a short caption and to 
whom to give credit for the image.  

Tom, Stella and the Time Team cast with the winning 
Newcastle banner Photo by: Hannah Flint 

Student Rep Introduc-
tion: Kirsty McCarrison 

Our current sponsor is: 

Would you like to join Prontaprint as a 
CBA North sponsor and see your cor-
porate logo here? If yes, please contact 
us at cbanorth@britarch.ac.uk. 

64 Howard Street l North Shields l Tyne & Wear l 

NE30 1AF l Tel: 0191 2575482 
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