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 Welcome to the second 
of CBA North’s 
newsletters. Much has 
happened in the last six 
months, as is reflected in 
the pages here. 
 
Firstly, thank you to all of 
you who attended the 
Launch Event at Flodden 
Battlefield in North 
Northumberland. 
Jenny Morrison 
reviews the day on 
Page 2 of this 
issue. 
 
A subsequent CBA 
North event is 
being planned for 
the Spring, and 
further details of 
that will be made 
available to 
members in the 
New Year.  
Additionally, an 
event is planned 
at Ravenglass, 
Cumbria, as part of 
National Archaeology 
Week in the summer. 
Details will follow nearer 
the time.  
 
In the meantime, the CBA 
North Committee have 
been bus y with looking at 
ways of moving the Group 
forwards. There are plans 

to apply for grants to 
enable us to develop a 
new website,  increase 
our ability to provide 
advice and information to 
members and to have a 
much greater presence in 
the region in general.  
 
As part of these plans, I 
would be particularly 

interested to hear from 
the membership their 
views of what CBA North 
should be doing. If you 
have any suggestions 
please do get in touch via 
our Secretary Suzie 
Thomas via email on 
cbanorth@bedesworld.co.
uk, or if you prefer to 
mail, she can be reached 

at the International 
Centre for Cultural and 
Heritage Studies, 
Newcastle University, 
Bruce Building, 
Newcastle upon Tyne, 
NE1 7RU. 
 
As for my own position, 
some of you may be 
aware that, after 6 

rewarding 
years as 
Director of 
Bede’s 
World, I 
have 
decided to 
take on a 
new 
challenge 
by 
becoming 
the Director 
of 
Woodhorn 
Colliery in 
Ashington, 

Northumberland. I am 
continuing as Chair of 
CBA North, and will be 
reachable at.  
 
Finally, I want to wish you 
all the best of the season!  
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Grey-lag geese in the snow at Bede’s World’s Anglo-Saxon 
demonstration farm, “Gyrwe”. Photo courtesy of Bede’s World 
Education Team. 



Forty-five people 
joined CBA North 
at their 
successful 
launch event at 
Flodden on 
Saturday 20th 
October.  
 
The guided walk 
around part of 
the Battlefield 
Trail was ably led 
by expert 
battlefield 
archaeologist Dr Tony 
Pollard of Glasgow 
University, who is a co-
presenter of BBC2’s 
‘Two Men in a Trench’ 
series. Tony brought the 
story of the 1513 Battle 
of Flodden vividly to life, 
explaining how James 
IV’s Scottish army first 
occupied Flodden Hill 
but was forced to 
confront the English 
army on Branxton Hill. 
Some of the youngest 
attendees were even 
given the opportunity by 
Tony and Jon Cooper, 
also of Glasgow 

University, to ‘test-drive’ 
replicas of the armour and 
weapons used in this 
almighty battle, such as 
the extremely 
cumbersome 18 foot long 
pike, which was favoured 
by the Scottish troops.  
 
A final stop at the Flodden 
Monument, which offers 
superb views across the 
countryside, provided a 
few moments for quiet 
reflection before the group 
reconvened at the Blue 
Bell Inn for an excellent 
buffet lunch. An enjoyable 
and enlightening day was 

had by all.  
 
CBA North is 
indebted to the 
villagers of 
Branxton, in 
particular 
Margaret 
Thomson and 
Bill Walker, for 
the use of the 
village hall, 
from which the 

guided walk began 
and at which 
attendees were 
provided with 
refreshments.  
 
The committee 
would also like to 
offer thanks to 
Clive and Angela 
Hallam-Baker for 
displaying at the 
village hall their 
informative and 
educational story 

boards from the Heritage 
Lottery ‘Awards For All’-
funded Flodden Battlefield 

Trail.  
CBA North would especially 
like to thank Dr Tony 
Pollard and all those who 
made this event a success.    
 
We plan to have an event 
in Spring, likely to be in 
Cumbria, announcement of 
this to be made to 
members in the New Year.  
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“Some of  the youngest 
attendees were even given 

the opportunity... ...to 
‘test-drive’ replicas of  

the armour and weapons 
used in this almighty 

battle” 
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CBA North Launch Event at Flodden 
Battlefield by Jenny Morrison 

Tony Pollard talking CBA North members through 
the battle of Flodden Field. Photo: Jenny Morrison 

View of the Battlefield, with Branxton Village in the 
background. Photo: Jenny Morrinson 

A young Scottish soldier gets kitted 
out. Photo: Jenny Morrison 
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The Portable Antiquities Scheme in 
the North By Rob Collins and Dot Bruns  

“The Portable Antiquities 
Scheme is a voluntary 

scheme to record 
archaeological objects 
found by the public in 

England and Wales. See 
www.finds.org.uk” 

 

The Portable Antiquities 
Scheme is a voluntary scheme 
to record archaeological objects 
found by the public in England 
and Wales. If recorded, these 
finds have the potential to tell 
us much about the past, such 
as how and where people lived 
and about the types of objects 
they made and used. The 
Scheme employs 36 Finds 
Liaison Officers (FLOs) who are 
based in Local Authorities or 
Museums around England and 
Wales, each of them looking 
after one or more counties. The 
North of England is covered by 
two FLOs: Rob Collins 
(Northumberland, Tyne and 
Wear, County Durham and 
Cleveland) and Dot Bruns 
(Cumbria and Lancashire). 
Since our last newsletter, many 
hundreds of interesting 
artefacts have been recorded 
by Rob and Dot on the Portable 
Antiquities Scheme’s website 
www.findsdatabase.org.uk. 
 
This autumn Jason Knell was 
metal detecting in the Berwick 
area, where he discovered a 
fine object. He took it to his 
local FLO, Rob Collins, to 
record. 
 
The object was a Medieval seal 
matrix (NCL-890E56). Seal 
matrices were a fob or disc 
used by people, generally the 
nobility or wealthy merchants, 
to impress a symbol in wax by 
which they would seal a letter, 

scroll, or other 
document. A wax 
seal needed to 
be broken for 
the document to 
be read, and so 
the intended 
reader would 
always know if 
the document 
was read before 
it reached him or 
her. 
 
In Jason’s case, the seal 
matrix was made in bronze 
and dates to the 12th–14th 
centuries. It was  decorated 
with a carving of a boar in the 
centre and an inscription 
around the outer edges. The 
inscription reads S’WALTERI 
GRYS, which translates as the 

‘seal [sigilllum] of Walter Gris’. 
Grys/Gris is derived from the 
Scandinavian word for boar, 
and so it is understandable 

that Walter’s symbol 
is a boar. 
 
One of the most 
unique and special 
finds this year 
certainly was this 
small centrepiece of a 
Roman Jupiter mount 
which was found by a 
local metal 

detectorist near Maryport, 
Cumbria. These circular 
openwork mounts are very 
rare and were part of a 
Roman military balteus or 
cross-strap, worn above a 
rectangular plate from which 
hung a triangular terminal. All 
three parts had 

openwork decoration 
and in this case, the 
openwork takes the 
form of an 
inscription divided 
between the three 
elements: circular: 
OPTIME MAXIME 
CON(SERVA); 
rectangular: 
NUMERUM OMNIUM; 
triangular: 
MILITANTIUM; i.e. 
Best (and) Greatest 
protect (us) a troop of 
fighting men all. 'Best 
and Greatest' is an 

allusion to Jupiter, 
traditionally the god of the 
Empire and the 
army.[...]" 
 
Other interesting objects are 
recorded regularly throughout 
England and Wales by Finds 
Liaison Officers. Further 
information of artefacts or 
contact details for your local 
FLO can be found at 
www.finds.org.uk. 

Medieval seal matrix. Photo: Rob Collins 

Centre-piece of Roman "Jupiter mount" from 
Maryport area, Cumbria. Photo: Dot Bruns 

Centre-piece of Roman "Jupiter mount" 
from Maryport area, Cumbria Photo: Dot 
Bruns 
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Bede’s World 
Church Bank, Jarrow. www.bedesworld.co.uk  
Adults: £5.50 
Concessions(including Children) £3.50 
Family Ticket: £12.50 
 
Friday 17th & Saturday 18th January 
Bede's World Panto - ' Boniface and the Tree' 
Travel back in time as we join our hero 
Boniface, as he tries to rid the Anglo  
Saxon village of the evil giant who lives at the 
top of the beanstalk. 
Performed by The Vision with Newcastle 
School of Performing Arts. 
Tickets: £3 each. 6pm start.  Pre-booking 
advised to avoid disappointment. 
 
Saturday 9th & Sunday 10th February 
Enter the Rat and drag out the Dragon 
Celebrate the Year of the Rat by learning all 
about rats in Anglo-Saxon times  
and follow the dragon trail. 12 noon - 3pm 
 
Monday 18th - Friday 22nd February 
Warrior Wear! 
Find out Anglo-Saxon burials and make your 
own cloak brooch to take home .  
11am - 3pm 
 
Saturday 1st & Sunday 2nd March 
Countryside Craft and Gift Fair 
Take advantage of FREE ADMISSION to our 
Countryside Craft and Gift Fair,  
featuring a fantastic range of crafts, gifts and 
produce. 
In celebration of Mother's Day, children can 
make their mums a gift to take  
home. 
 
Saturday 15th & Sunday 16th March 
The Science of Colours 
Find out how the Anglo-Saxons made dyes, 
inks and stained glass with our  
special activities for National Science 
week.  12 noon- 3pm 
 
Saturday 22nd - Monday 24th March 
Easter Trail 
Follow the clues around the museum using 
Anglo-Saxon kennings. A prize for all  
who find the answers! 
 
Sunday 23rd & Monday 24th March 
Fired Up 
Join talented Steven Lunn at his Medieval 
Blacksmith's forge, as he demonstrates the 
ancient craft of blacksmithing. 
Try your hand at making your own souvenir to 
take home.  

 The Architectural & Archaeological 
Society of Durham & Northumberland 

Registered charity no. 227397 
 
All lectures will be at 2.30pm in Elvet 
Riverside 141, New Elvet, Durham, unless 
otherwise notified, and everyone is welcome 
to attend. 
Secretary: Belinda Burke, Broom Cottage, 
29 Foundry Fields, Crook, Co Durham. DL15 
9JY 

Telephone: 01388 762620, Email: 
BelindaLBurke@aol.com 

 
Saturday 12 January 2008 
Stephen Sherlock (Stephen Sherlock 
Services)  
The Excavation of an Iron Age and later 
settlement at Streethouse, North East 
Yorkshire 
 
Saturday 9 February 2008 
Alastair Fraser (Durham University)  
The archaeology of Thiepval Wood 1914-18 
 
Saturday 1 March 2008 
Ben Edwards (Postgraduate Archaeology 
Student, Durham University)  
The Neolithic Long Cairns of 
Northumberland: architecture and 
interpretation 
 
Saturday 12 April 2008 
Dr Lila Rakoczy (University of York) 
‘Destructionology’: What the study of castle 
destruction can tell us about England’s Civil 
War past 
 
Cleveland Industrial Archaeology Society 
Talk 
 St. Mary's Centre, Corporation Road, 
Middlesbrough 
Tuesday 11th March 2008  
Harry Beamish (National Trust) From 
Mallygill Wood to the Palace of a Modern 
Magician - the Industrial Archaeology of the 
National Trust's properties in the North 
East. 
 

EVENTS 

Bede’s World Saturday Talks  
Series Spring 2008 
 
A series of talks on aspects of 
Bede’s Northumbria, sponsored 
by the Friends of Bede’s World. 
Talks take place at Bede’s World 
at 12  noon on the last Saturday 
of most months. Normal museum 
admission charges apply; entry is 
free to members of the Friends of  
Bede’s World. More details can 
be found at 
www.bedesworld.co.uk.  
 
Saturday 26th January  
Stephen Sherlock  
Recent Discoveries at a 7th  
Century burial site at Loftus, 
Cleveland 
 
Saturday 23rd February 
Professor Roberta Gilchrist 
(University of Reading) 
Magic for the dead: the  
archaeology of magic in later  
medieval burials 
 
Saturday 29th March 
Dr Thomas Brown (University of 
Edinburgh) 
Commercial and Diplomatic  
Contacts between the  
Mediterranean and England and 
the time of Bede 
 
Saturday 25th April 2008 
Elizabeth Redgate (Newcastle 
University) 
Vernacular liturgy in England and 
Armenia from the fifth to the  
eleventh  centuries  
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 There have been two ways in which 
individuals can pursue their interests 
in archaeology beyond the realms of 
contract archaeology and 
professional developer-funded 
projects.  These are through 
membership of societies and 
through participating in courses: 
adult education – the traditional 
evening class and other formats. In 
the north, the Newcastle University 
Department of Extra-Mural Studies 
or Continuing Education (the name 
changed from time to time) provided 
opportunities for the latter for many 
people over many years.   
 
Lately, governments have been less 
than sympathetic to the idea of non-
vocational learning for adults and we 
have seen opportunities in many 
subjects disappear from the scene, 
particularly those which were 
provided through local authorities.  
Newcastle University reviewed its 

Archaeology and Adult Education  
by Colm O’Brien, Head of History and Archaeology, Centre for Lifelong Learning 

currently works through more than 
30 venues in Northumberland, 
Tyne and Wear and County 
Durham. 
 
Archaeology and history courses 
constitute some ten percent of the 
whole programme, with a new set 
of courses on offer for each of the 
three terms in a year.  Currently, 
there are courses on the Classical 
world and Ancient Egypt and 
aspects of British and northern 
region archaeology of the 
Prehistoric, Roman and Medieval 
eras.  In January there will be a 
short course on the Terracotta 
Warriors, a scene-setter for those 
who wish to see the exhibition in 
London. The new term begins on 
14 January and the brochure 
listing what is on offer and where 
is available online at 
cll.sunderland.ac.uk. 

own commitment to adult 
education but, happily, it entered 
into collaboration with the 
University of Sunderland.  And so, 
the Centre for Lifelong Learning 
(CLL, the current name) 
continues to operate out of 
Newcastle, under a Sunderland 
University banner, providing short 
courses for adults in a wide range 
of subjects: history and 
archaeology, literature, 
philosophy, visual arts, 
environmental science, social 
studies and foreign languages.   
 
During the year 2006-7, nearly 
4000 individuals enrolled on at 
least one course.  Most courses 
run in Newcastle, but over a few 
years, the CLL has developed a 
partnership with Durham County 
Libraries to deliver a programme 
at Clayport Library.  This is not 
the only collaboration; CLL 

Durham County Council  
Archaeology Day 
 
The Annual Durham County Coun-
cil Archaeology Day will be taking 
place on Saturday March 8th at 
County Hall, Durham between 
9.50am and 4.30pm. It will in-
clude a range of talks on the ar-
chaeology of County Durham with 
stall space for local groups.  
 
Tickets will go on sale from  
approximately mid-February  
onwards, Please book early to 
avoid disappointment. 
 

Details of speakers and informa-
tion on ticket availability can be 
found at www.durham.gov.uk/
archaeologyday nearer the event. 
 
Ticket price includes entrance to 
the talks and a buffet lunch. 
There will be stalls and displays 
featuring local societies, recent 
archaeological work in the 
County, and local history and ar-
chaeology books. To book a dis-
play space please contact the ar-
chaeology section at Durham 
County Council after Christmas at 
archaeology@durham.gov.uk or 
on  0191 370 8712  
 

COURSES 
 
Clifford Jones will be holding a 
year of introductory courses in 
2008 
June - Sept 
  
These courses are for beginners 
and have proved very popular. 
  
Introduction to Archae-
ology Courses, Cumbria 2008 
Weekend £140.00  Sat Sun 
Week courses £350.00 Mon- Fri 
  
Please contact Clifford for fur-
ther details. 
  
wtecp@hotmail.co.uk 



The CBA has much to do 
in Cumbria. You can sum 
Cumbria up as being a 
very large County with 
considerable archaeo-
logical diversity, some 
very committed archaeo-
logical and historical 
groups, all set in a grand 
landscape with little or 
no infrastructure. 
Over the coming months 
and years CBA North will 
take up the challenge of 
encouraging more people 
to get involved in the CBA 
and its activities and act 
as conduit for informa-
tion and guidance. In 
Cumbria the role of infor-
mation conduit cannot be 
emphasised enough. 
There is a great deal go-
ing on and a need for 
societies and communi-
ties to gain a better un-
derstanding of heritage 
developments that are 
shaping their futures 
based on their past. 
The development of the 
West Cumbrian part of 
the Hadrianic frontier, 
Bowness on Solway to 
Ravenglass, by Hadrian’s 
Wall Heritage limited is a 
case in point. Whilst  

public and commu-
nity approval is re-
quired for establish-
ing better facilities at 
key locations along 
the frontier; the lack 
of official support for 
community involve-
ment was recently 
highlighted by English 
Heritage when they 
rejected claims that 

the western edge of the 
Roman fort at Ravenglass 
was washing into the sea. 
The Ravenglass citizenry 
quite rightly know better 
and I fear that the disillu-
sionment will run deep. 
And whilst Cumbria has 
poor infrastructure it does 
have an excellent bush 
telegraph; such actions 
and events have their 
consequences. 
On a much brighter note, 
much good work is cur-
rently being undertaken 
by the Lake District Na-
tional Park Archaeology 
Unit, John Hodgson and 
his happy band are busy 
with projects throughout 
the Park, supporting 
community involvement. 
The Duddon Historical 
Society should be dig-
ging whilst I type. So 
well done everybody, 
keep it up! 
The Cumberland & 
Westmorland Antiquar-
ian & Archaeological 
Society continues to 
supply a vital lifeline of 
events and meetings 
throughout the County. 
Join them; there is a 
wealth of experience to 

be gained, they need 
some young blood; like 
all societies they are do-
ing their best to encour-
age a wide diversified 
membership, because 
that’s how to flourish. 
Likewise, at Maryport the 
Friends of Senhouse Mu-
seum, are doing their 
very best to provide a 
service to the public and 
community. 
It’s encouraging to be 
able to list just a few of 
the organisations doing 
their bit for Cumbria; the 
CBA’s challenge is to be 
of practical assistance to 
these groups and com-
munities when required. 
At least we are now back 
on the patch so if the 
CBA can be of assis-
tance, just ask. 
Getting people involved 
in their past is the best 
thing we Archaeologists 
can ever do. See you 
soon, mines a pint! 
wtecp@hotmail.co.uk 
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Cumbria Calling by Clifford Jones, CBA North  
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Student on an ‘Introduction to   
Archaeology’ dig, nr Cockermouth, 
Cumbria 2007. Photo: Clifford 
Jones 

Students on an ‘Introduction to   Archae-
ology’ dig, nr Cockermouth, Cumbria 
2007. Photo: Clifford Jones 
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This project is investigating 
study of Hadrian’s Wall and 
its environs in the past, pre-
sent and future. A series of 
draft contributions have been 
voluntarily compiled by a 
range of Wall specialists and 
made available online prior to 
publication of the finalised 
document in late 2008.  
 
These contributions give a 

fascinating insight into 
current interpretations of 
all aspects of the frontier 
zone, and have been used 
to devise an agenda that 
identifies gaps in knowl-
edge. Strategies are now 
being developed to fill 
these gaps.  
 
While the project cannot 
fund this research itself, it 
is hoped that by achieving 

a consensus about what 
needs doing, progress will be 
made. A number of the pro-
posed initiatives would be 
suitable for community 
groups or university students.  
 
The project documents are 
available from: 
www.dur.ac.uk/
archaeological.services/

research_training/
hadrian-
swall_research_framework/
project_documents/ 
 
The project is funded by Eng-
lish Heritage and facilitated by 
Archaeological Services, Dur-
ham University and the Ar-
chaeology Section of Durham 
County Council, reporting to a 
steering group of Hadrian’s 
Wall specialists.  

 
The photograph shows the 
original kiln (the pink tinged 
stone) and the subsequent 
additions to either side.  
The seaward access tunnel,  

supported by steel 
props, has been the 
subject of  survey work 
by a structural engineer 
and an  architect has 
been asked to prepare 
a condition report on 
the whole structure and 
provide a costed  
feasibility study for the 
repair of the roof of the 
access tunnel.  
 

A survey and a analysis of 
the structure will also be un-
dertaken and the  
progress of the project will be 
reported in future editions of 
the  Newsletter. 

The kilns at  
Beadnell harbour 
are very much part 
of the coastal scene 
in North  
Northumberland.  
 
Built right at the end 
of the  eighteenth  
century to produce 
burnt limestone for 
export they were 
active in the early 
decades of the  nineteenth 
century but by the 1840's had 
ceased production, probably 
being replaced by the larger 
kiln bank at Seahouses har-
bour which was being  devel-
oped at this time.  

Conservation work on Beadnell limekilns, Northumberland 
By Harry Beamish 

The Hadrian’s Wall Research Framework 
By Matthew Symonds 

Mithraeum at Carrawburgh. 
Photo: Matthew Symonds 

Scenic Hadrian’s Wall. Photo: 
Matthew Symonds 



CBA North 
c/o Suzie Thomas (Secretary) 
International Centre for Cultural and 
Heritage Studies 
Newcastle University 
Bruce Building 
Newcastle upon Tyne 
NE1 7RU 

CBA  N orth  

Community Heritage Project - County 
Durham by Julie Hawthorn 

Email:CBANorth@bedesworld.co.uk 
CBA national website: www.britarch.ac.uk 

Young Archaeologists Club 

 
YAC is the only UK-wide club for 8-16 year olds 
interested in archaeology! Details of club branches in 
our region below: 

Kendal Branch, Anna Hall 
Kendal Museum, Station Road, Kendal LA9 6BT  
Tel: 01539 721374 
Email: info@kendalmuseum.org.uk 

Newcastle Branch, Dr Jane Webster 
School of Historical Studies, University of Newcastle-upon-Tyne, Newcastle NE1 7RU  

Whitehaven Branch, Michelle Kelly 
The Beacon, West Strand, Whitehaven, Cumbria CA28 7LY  
Tel: 01946 592302 
Email: Beacon@copelandbc.gov 

Not a branch near to you? Fancy setting one up? Contact Wendi Terry on wenditerry@britarch.ac.uk or 01904 
671417 for information about how to get started. 

During the next 12 months the 
Project will continue to develop 
the relationship between local 
community groups and heritage  
organisations in the County and 
Region and react to the various 
needs of the societies.  The CHP 
has created an environment of  
increased awareness of the 
importance of the work  
undertaken by volunteers and 
an opportunity for increased 
access to local heritage  
material in a community setting.  
Importantly the Project has 
provided a point of contact for 
groups and individuals to seek 
guidance and support on a  
variety of heritage issues. 
 
CHP is managed by Libraries, 
Learning and Culture, Durham 
County Council. 
 
Julie Hawthorn, Community 
Heritage Officer, and Honorary 
Archaeologist (by virtue of shar-
ing office space and line man-
ager with DCC.  

cording, interpretation and project  
planning.  These have been  
delivered in order to encourage 
best practice and to provide the 
opportunity for networking and 
sharing of skills and expertise  
between societies.  CHP has also 
worked closely with local  
communities to set up a series of 
free exhibitions and heritage 
events throughout the county.  
Contact with communities is  
maintained on a number of levels; 
attendance at meetings,  
newsletter and website. 

The Community Heritage 
Project (CHP) is a 5 year  
Lottery funded project to 
support local history and  
community groups in  
preserving and increasing  
access to local heritage.  
County Durham has over 45 
local history societies and 
many more individuals and 
community organisations with 
an active interest in local  
history and heritage. The  
Project employs a  
Community Heritage Officer to 
support, advise and guide local 
history societies and  
community organisations in 
caring for and increasing   
access to their extensive  
collections. 
 
To date volunteer members 
from around 30 societies have 
had access to training  
workshops in documenting 
collections, oral history  re-

Workshop at the Bowes Museum. Photo: 
Julie Hawthorn 


