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I  am very pleased to 
introduce myself as the 
new Chair of CBA North 
and to welcome you to 

the first edition of our new-
style newsletter. 
 
Like many members of CBA, I 
am not a professional 
archaeologist but am 
passionate about archaeology 
and have a particular interest 
in the way that we engage 
and involve people through 
my day job as Director of 
Bede’s World Museum in 
Jarrow.  I have been at the  
Museum  since February 
2002 and have had  an 
important role to play in the 
current project to have Bede’s 
home monastery of 
Wearmouth-Jarrow 
recognised as a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site.  
 
CBA North is the organisation 
which gives local CBA 
members the opportunity to 
find out more about what is 
happening in their region; 
provide opportunities to get 
involved; and add their voice 
to those ensuring that the 
region’s archaeology and 
heritage continue to be in the 
minds of decision-makers.  In 
this newsletter you will see 
some of the ways that we are 
trying to do that.   Our area is  
Tees Valley, Cumbria, County 
Durham, Northumberland and 
Tyne and Wear. 
 
We have recruited a new and 
very able committee which, by 
luck and design, also reflects 

the membership in terms of 
the geographic spread, mix of 
professionals (from both 
private and public sector), 
academics and interested 
people.  You will find their 
profiles in this issue of the 
newsletter.  For my part, as 
well as being Director of 
Bede’s World I am also 
involved in the museums and 
heritage sector nationally and 
regionally as a Board member 
of the Association of 
Independent Museums, MLA 
North East and Tourism Tyne 
and Wear. 
 
The committee has set itself 
some realistic aims over the 
next few months.  Our first 
task was to get this 
newsletter up and running.  
We were keen that rather 
than being a Journal, the 
newsletter would act as a 
taster and a signpost to what 
is happening in the region.  
We will try to help members 
understand more about some 
of the current archaeological 
work happening in the north 
and also highlight events, 
volunteering opportunities, 
talks and publications that 
might be of interest to those 
who want to find out more. 
You will see this reflected in 
the following pages. 

We are also keen to set up 
our own events to give 
members the opportunity to 
meet each other and perhaps 
gain access to people or sites 
that otherwise would not be 
possible.  The first example of 
this is our exciting launch 
event at Flodden, details of 
which are on the back page. 
 
We are also keen to create an 
internet presence for CBA 
North which provides more 
opportunities for members to 
find out more and resources 
particularly for those who 
wish to pursue archaeological 
projects within their own 
community.  More news on 
that in future issues. 
 
We are very keen to hear from 
members about what they 
want from the regional CBA 
group and would encourage 
you to email our newsletter 
editor Suzie Thomas at  
cbanorth@bedesworld.co.uk. 
 
Also please email Suzie if you 
would to receive future issues 
of the newsletter  by email 
rather than a paper copy, for 
environmental reasons. 
 
I look forward to meeting 
those who can make it at the 
event in October. 
 
Keith Merrin 
Chair, CBA North 
 
kmerrin@bedesworld.co.uk  
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CBA North Launch Event 

Turn to the back page for 
details of our exciting launch 
event on Saturday 20th    
October: battlefield         
archaeologist and TV      
presenter Tony Pollard will 
be taking us on a fascinating 
guided walk around the   
Flodden Field battle site in 
North Northumberland. 
More details in this issue... 
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The Portable Antiquities 
Scheme is a voluntary 
scheme to record 
archaeological objects 
found by the public in 
England and Wales. If 
recorded, these finds have 
the potential to tell us much 
about the past, such as how 
and where people lived and 
about the types of objects 
they made and used. The 
Scheme employs 36 Finds 
Liaison Officers who are 
based in local authorities or 
museums around England 
and Wales, each of them 
looking after one or more 
counties. The north of 
England is covered by two 
Finds Liaison Officers: Rob 
Collins (Northumberland, 
Cleveland, Co. Durham, 
Tyne and Wear) and Dot 
Bruns (Lancashire and 
Cumbria). Together, they 
have recorded 1566 finds 
on the Portable Antiquities 
Scheme’s website 
www.findsdatabase.org.uk! 
In this short report, Rob and 
Dot would like to tell you 
about two of the latest finds 
from their areas: 
 
Recently, John Mercer was 
metal detecting in north 
Northumberland and found 
a small copper-alloy disc.  
Being a responsible 
detectorist, John showed 
the object to his local Finds 

Liaison Officer, Rob 
Collins, who was able to 
identify the object as 
the disc-end of an 
Anglo-Saxon ansate 
brooch (find ID NCL-
9DA4A7 on the 
Portable Antiquities 
database, 
www.finds.org.uk).  This 
type of  brooch typically 
dates to the mid to late 
Saxon period, roughly 
AD 800–1000.  
However, this brooch is 
particularly interesting 
because the surface has a 
number of cells arranged 
around a central cross.  These 
cells probably contained 
brightly coloured enamel or 
glass paste originally, but 
these have unfortunately been 
lost over time.  While the 
object itself is not complete, it 
is still an excellent example of 
Early Medieval culture from a 
part of Britain that rarely 
produces single artefacts of 
this date. 
 
Another interesting find from 
the North was recently 
discovered in Kendal, 
Cumbria. The finder is Rob 
Wilson, a member of Kendal & 
District Metal Detecting Club, 
who has always recorded finds 
with his local FLO, his latest 
one being a very nice late 
Roman coin of the House of 

Constantine 
(CONSTANTINOPOLIS 
issue), dating to AD330-5 
(find ID LANCUM-
D965B5) - see photo. 
Usually these late Roman 
issues are quite ‘grotty’ 
when they come out of 
the ground, but this one is 
an exception, looking 
crisp and fresh. Prof 
David Shotter, formerly of 
Lancaster University, had 
a look at it and provided 

an exact identification that Dot 
added to her entry on the 
database. David had dated the 
coin to AD330-5 (LRBC I (Trier), 
52) and Robert was very 
pleased with the identification. 
On return of the coin to him, he 
decided that, because he 
already has a number of 
Roman coins in his collection, 
he wanted to donate the find to 
Kendal Museum, where it will 
now be used in the handling 
collection and in sessions with 
the local Young Archaeologist’s 
Club! So, if you have any finds 
or if you know of any finds that 
should be reported and 
recorded by Dot & Rob, please 
do not hesitate to get in touch: 
 
Rob Collins (North East): 
Museum of Antiquities, 
University of Newcastle, 
Newcastle upon Tyne, Tyneside 
NE1 7RU; Tel: 0191 222 5076; 
E-Mail: 
robert.collins@ncl.ac.uk   
 
Dot Bruns (Lancashire & 
Cumbria): 
Tullie House Museum & Art 
Gallery, Castle Street, Carlisle 
CA3 8TP; Tel: 01228 534781 
ext. 286; Email: 
dotb@carlisle.gov.uk and 
Museum of Lancashire, Stanley 
Street, Preston PR1 4YP; Tel: 
01772 532175; E-Mail: 
Dot.Bruns@mus.lancscc.gov.uk 
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“The Portable 
Antiquities Scheme is a 

voluntary scheme to 
record archaeological 
objects found by the 

public in England and 
Wales.” 

Roman issue coin from Kendal, found by  Rob 
Wilson 
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John Mercer’s Anglo-Saxon ansate brooch. 
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The Sedgefield Community 
Archaeology Project 
This is a project run by 
Archaeological Services 
Durham University and  
Durham County Counci 
based next to Hardwick Park 
in Sedgefield.  Over  
the last two years an 
extensive geophysical 
survey has identified a 
stunning Roman settlement 
spread along the side of the 
Roman Cades Road: this 
widens out into a larger 
settlement, which appears 
to spread under the modern 
village at Sedgefield.  We 
have conducted two major 
excavations, which have 
identified a civilian 
settlement with a primary 
focus of ocupation in the 
second and third century 
AD.  A series of streets are 

visible in the 
settlement which 
lead into a central 
open space, 
where a small 
unique ditched 
enclosure was 
uncovered last 
year, which 
housed a single 
wooden building 
of probable 
religious 
significance.   
 
This year we shall 
be opening up some 
trenches to try and sort out 
of some of complicated 
phasing thats is visible in 
the geophysics plot.  Willing 
participants are invited to 
attend the  
excavation for two weeks 

from June 25th -  contact 
Gemma Lewis on 0191 370 
8844, or email 
lee.white@durham.gov.uk or 
archaeology@durham.gov.u
k  if you would like to 
volunteer for this project. 

Pearl Saddington, the Youth 
Outreach Officer at Bede’s 
World, who coordinated the 
partnership 
project 
between 
Bede’s World 
and 
Archaeological 
Services 
Durham 
University, 
said: “even 
though we 
weren’t able to 
get to a depth 
to find Anglo-
Saxon remains 
in the time we had, the 
young people were able to 
find out what happens on 
excavations and to have a 

Young people from 
Wearside have been 
involved in a week long 
excavation at Drewett’s 
Park, which is next to Bede’s 
World Museum and St 
Paul’s Church, Jarrow. 
 
The project, which is 
ongoing, allowed them to try 
out and learn about all 
different aspects of 
archaeology., from digging, 
geophysics,  and 
environmental sampling, to 
finds processing and 
laboratory work. They even 
had trips to Yorvik  in York 
and Durham University’s 
Archaeology Department. 
 

go themselves. It was 
particularly topical with the 
recent news that the twin 

Anglo-Saxon 
monasteries 
of 
Wearmouth 
and Jarrow 
are to be the 
UK’s 2009 
World 
Heritage Site 
nomination.” 
 
Further 
activities are 
planned for 
the future. 

To find out more, contact Pearl 
on youth@bedesworld.co.uk. 
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COM M U N I T Y  D I G ,  SE DG E F I E L D  
BY  PE T E R  CA R N E  

D I G G I N G  A T  D R E W E T T ’ S  
B Y  S U Z I E  T H O M A S  

“...the young people were 
able to find out what 

happens on 
archaeological 

excavations and to have 
a go themselves.” 

'Excavations in Sedgefield. Photo:             
Archaeological Services Durham University 

Radio Newcastle interviewing one of 
the young people taking part in “The 
Dig” at Drewett’s Park. Photo: Sean 
Thubron, Venerable Bede School. 
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Tuesday 19 June ‘Black History’ - The lives of 
two ‘Natives of Africa’ in North 
Cumberland, lunch time talk, Tullie House 
museum, Carlisle. 1pm-1.30pm FREE 
 
Sunday 17 June Guided walk around 
Saltburn Meet at Saltburn Pier at 11am. 
Stout walking shoes are recommended. 
Contact Ian Jones of Tees Archaeology for 
further information 01429 523455 
(mornings only). 
 
Sunday 24 June Calcote Open Day 
Summerhill Visitor's Centre, Summerhill Lane, 
Hartlepool, from 10am. Contact Ian Jones of 

523455 (mornings only). 
 
Saturday 11 & Sunday 12 August Anglo-
Saxon Villagers Visit the farm this 
weekend and discover what life was like in 
Anglo-Saxon times! With living history 
group Regia Anglorum. Bede’s World, 
Jarrow. Admission costs apply 
 
Saturday 18-Sunday 19 August  Don’t 
Rock the Boat! Join historical boat makers 
Monos as they demonstrate how to paddle 
a coracle, a small medieval boat, and then 
have a go yourself. Bede’s World, Jarrow. 
Admission costs apply 

Tees Archaeology for further information 01429 
523455 (mornings only). 
 
Saturday 30 June Bede’s Way Walk The Bede’s 
Way walk is a modern day pilgrimage that links 
the twin monastic sites of St Peter’s, Wearmouth 
and St Paul’s, Jarrow. Walk commences from St 
Peter’s church, Sunderland, at 10am, a short 
(optional) service will take place prior to the 
walk. Contact Bede’s World for information. 
  
Wednesday 8 August Guided walk around 
Stewart Park, Middlesborough Further details to 
be announced. Contact Ian Jones at Tees 
Archaeology for further information 01429 

EVENTS 

N ATIO N AL  AR C HAEO LO GY  WE E K 14 -22 J ULY  

Saturday 14 July Life on the Northern Frontier Open day of activities for all the family looking at life in the North of England in Roman 
times, featuring finds advice and identification from the local Finds Liaison Officer. Museum of Antiquities, Newcastle University. 10am-4pm  
 
Saturday 14 and Sunday 15 July Jacobites and Redcoats Living history, cavalry and musicians. Birdoswald Roman Fort, 11am-5pm.  
 
Saturday 14 July and Saturday 28 July Archaeology Week – Family Open Day (please ring to check availability) Enjoy learning about the 
archaeology of the Duddon Valley, including a visit to an  excavation.  Suitable for children aged 8 to 16 – must be accompanied by an adult. 
Contact: 015394 46601 for further details. Start: 10:00 am BOOKING ESSENTIAL 
 
Saturday 14 - Sunday 15 July Buried in Time Follow out trail of Anglo-Saxon death and burial and make your own burial object. Bede’s 
World, Jarrow. Admission charges apply 
 
Thursday 19 July Archaeological sites around Seathwaite Tarn An opportunity to learn about the prehistoric, medieval and industrial sites 
around Seathwaite Tarn, and visit the excavation of a Bronze Age ring cairn. Walking boots essential, walking equipment required, bring 
packed lunch. Dogs allowed. Seathwaite Parish Hall, nr Ulpha, Duddon Valley, contact 015394 46601 10:00 am BOOKING ESSENTIAL  
 
Friday 20 to Sunday 22 July Exploring the Heritage of North Northumberland Range of activities looking at the long and varied heritage 
of North Northumberland. Contact Kristian Pedersen 0191 2227841 or k.l.r.pedersen@ncl.ac.uk for further details Maelmin Heritage Trail, 
Millfield. 9.20am-5pm 
 
Saturday 21 July Celebrating National Archaeology Week Visit the Duddon Furnace & Iron works near Broughton in Furness. Enjoy our 
industrial heritage at this impressive site. Contact Whitehaven Young Archaeologists’ Club for more details (address on back page). 
 
Saturday 21 and Sunday 22 July Guided Tours of Carlisle Castle Contact Jonathan Hogan 01228 591922 or jonathan.hogan@english-
heritage.org.uk for further details. Pre-booking advisable. 
 
Saturday 21 and Sunday 22 July Discover the Golden Age of Northumbria Living history group Theod provide a fascinating insight into the 
daily lives of our Anglo-Saxon ancestors. Bede’s World, Jarrow. Admission costs apply 
 
Sunday 22 July Limekilns and Lobsterpots Join this guided walk around the historic environment of Beadnell with National Trust Archae-
ologist, Harry Beamish. Contact Harry on 01670 533059 or harry.beamish@nationaltrust.org.uk for further details. 2pm-5pm 
 
Sunday 22 July Guided walk around medieval Hartlepool Meet at 2p.m. at St. Hilda's Church. Contact Ian Jones at Tees Archaeology for 
further information 01429 523455 (mornings only). 



Newslet ter  Page 5  

 Saturday 25–Monday 27 August Muskets & 
Military Men Step back to the eighteen century, as 
we are joined by a living history group ‘Best of 
Times Worst of Times, who will recreate the daily 
lives of soldiers during the Napoleonic period. 
Bede’s World, Jarrow. Admission costs apply 
 
Saturday 25 August Copeland at War Discover 
what went on in the Copeland area during the 
Second World War &learn about the plane that 
crashed in Whitehaven. Whitehaven YAC (contact 
details on back page) 2-4pm. 
 
Thursday 6-Sunday 9 September Heritage Open 
Days Check the website 
www.heritageopendays.co.uk for details of HODs 
events in the region. 
 
Saturday 15 September Welcome to the cheap 
seats: cinemas, sex and landscape talk by Shaun 
Richardson (Ed Dennison Archaeological Services), 
The Architectural & Archaeological Society of 
Durham & Northumberland, Elvet Riverside 141, 
New Elvet, Durham. 2.30pm ALL WELCOME 

 
Sunday 16 September Guided walk around 
medieval Skelton Meet at 1.30p.m. at the Co-Op, 
Skelton. Contact Ian Jones at Tees Archaeology for 
further information 01429 523455 (mornings 
only). 

Saturday 14 July-Sunday 22 July Ring 
Cairns to Reservoirs: investigating the 
archaeology of the Duddon Valley 
Exhibition on the current 
archaeological survey project in the 
Duddon Valley which is being carried 
out by the Duddon Valley Local history 
Group and the Lake District National 
Park Authority. Seathwaite Parish Hall, 
nr. Ulpha, Duddon Valley. FREE 
 
Saturday 21 July-Sunday 2 
September Return of the Romans The 
exhibition is supported by a wide-
ranging programme of family-friendly 
events. See 'The Return of the 
Romans' publicity for full details.  
Programme of Events includes: 
Roman Murder Mystery with the 'Time 
Bandits'; Roman-themed art 
workshops for families; 
Demonstrations by a Roman potter 
and Roman musicians; Talks on Life 
in the Roman Army; Outdoor 'living 
history' weekends featuring the 
Roman soldiers of 'Roma Antiqua' and 
'Legio IX', plus 'Barbaratus', a 

EXHIBITIONS 

Return of the Romans: DLI Museum and  
Durham Art Gallery 

FIELDWORK OPPORTUNITIES 

4 June-4 September Roman Fort on the 
Tyne Arbeia Roman Fort, volunteers 
taken through Earthwatch (see website: 
www.earthwatch.org - project 'Roman 
Fort onTyne') for the summer 
excavations. 
 
4 June-28 August Nent Valley, Cumbria 
Limited places on this fieldschool. 
Continuing with the success of the 2006 
Summer School, the North Pennines 
Heritage Trust are extremely keen to 
expand on the same project in 2007, 
concentrating on Smallcleugh Mine Shop 
in Nenthead and the medieval service 
range of Dilston Castle. Skills available 
to be taught are: Topographical 
Surveying Techniques; Excavation 
Techniques; Archaeological Planning 
Techniques; Environmental and Finds 
Processing Techniques; Building 
Recording Techniques; Computer Aided 
Drawing (Digitising); Geophysical 
Surveying Techniques. Minimum stay 2 
weeks, membership on NPHT is 
mandatory for insurance purposes at £8 
per year. For more information contact 

Education Officer, North Pennines Heritage 
Trust (NPHT), Nenthead Mines Heritage 
Centre, Nenthead, Alston, Cumbria CA9 3PD, 
tel 01434 382045, email 
info@nparchaeology.co.uk, web 
www.nparchaeology.co.uk/
field_school/2007/index.htm. The cost is 
£110/pppw. 
 
18 June-26 August Bamburgh Research 
Project 
Based at Bamburgh Castle, 50 miles north of 
Newcastle on the north east coast. It is a 
project dedicated to using the most modern 
field techniques, implemented by 
experienced field archaeologists to provide 
training for students and volunteers alike. 
There are a number of sites being excavated. 
There is extensive field walking and test 
pitting in the Burgh itself. There are 30 
places available. No previous experience is 
necessary. For more information contact Paul 
Gething at 4 Ikin Way, York YO32 9SB, tel 
01904 769836, email 
paulgething@bamburghresearchproject.co.uk
, web www.bamburghresearchproject.co.uk. 
The cost is £120 per week. 

25 June-6 July East Park, Sedgefield 
Durham County Council Archaeology Section 
will be running another season of 
community excavation at East Park, 
Sedgefield this summer. All the detailed 
information is available at 
www.durham.gov.uk/archaeology and then 
follow the links to news & events page. If you 
are interested, please respond either to 
lee.white@durham.gov.uk or 
archaeology@durham.gov.uk . Tel no: 0191-
370-8846.  
 
21-31 July Northumberland Archaeological 
Group (NAG) annual dig, Ewe 
Hill, near Hethpool, College Valley, North 
Northumberland, NGR NT891286. 
Visitors welcome. Intending participants 
must join NAG, for insurance 
purposes, and must contact Jenny Vaughan, 
jenny.vaughan@virgin.net , well 
before dig starts. Gordon Moir, sec. NAG, 
0191 2845062, 
gordon.moir@blueyonder.co.uk . 
 
 

mounted Roman Cavalryman. 
 
Contact The DLI Museum & Durham Art 
Gallery for further details.  



 

Suzie Thomas—Secretary 
Originally from Nottingham, 
Suzie studied Archaeology and 
Prehistory at Sheffield Univer-
sity before moving to North 
Tyneside in 2001 to study Heri-
tage Education and Interpreta-
tion at Newcastle University. 
She has worked at a number of 
museums and heritage sites, 
including the Galleries of Jus-
tice in Nottingham, Creswell 
Crags near Worksop and Bede’s 

World. She currently studies 
for a PhD looking at the rela-
tionships between archaeolo-
gists and metal detector us-
ers in England and Wales.  
 
International Centre for Cul-
tural and Heritage Studies, 
Newcastle University, Bruce 
Building, Newcastle NE1 7RU 
CBANorth@bedesworld.co.uk 

sites, which is both a planning 
and educational resource; and 
advising the five district     
councils of Tyne and Wear on 
archaeological issues relating 
to planning applications. The 
Tyne and Wear HER currently 
includes around 9000 sites, 
ranging from prehistoric find 
spots, medieval villages, indus-
trial complexes to World War 
Two defences. The database 
can be searched at http://
museums.ncl.ac.uk/sitelines 
 
Tel: 0191 2816117 

Jenny Morrison graduated at 
Newcastle University in 1998. 
Following a spell on 
the digging circuit she 
worked as an SMR assistant 
for Lancashire County Coun-
cil. She has worked for New-
castle City Council for nearly 
seven years as Tyne and Wear 
Archaeology Officer. Her   
responsibilities include   
maintaining and enhancing 
the Tyne and Wear Historic 
Environment Record, the 
county-wide database of 
archaeological and historical 

jenni-
fer.morrison@newcastle.gov.uk 
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the contract side of the organi-
sation. As well as  contracting 
work, she undertook reports for 
the countryside stewardship 
scheme Tir Gofal, carried out 
much of a research project on 
Prehistoric Defended Enclosures 
in South East Wales and as-
sumed much of the website 
maintenance work for the Trust. 
She is now the Historic Land-
scape Characterisation Project 
Officer in the Archaeology Sec-
tion at Durham County Council. 
hannah.wiggins@durham.gov.uk 
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Hannah Wiggins—Treasurer 

Suzie Thomas—Secretary 

Paul Frodsham, Northumber-
land National Park Archaeolo-
gist from 1992-2006,  
now runs ORACLE Heritage 
Services, a consultancy dedi-
cated to archaeological re-
search, conservation and 
interpretation throughout 
northern England.  

He has written numerous books 
and papers about archaeology 
and heritage management, and 
has particular interests in pre-
historic rock art and in the de-
velopment of projects that link 
local people with their heritage. 
To contact Paul please write to: 
mail@OracleHeritageServices.c
om Paul Frodsham 

Hannah Wiggins—Treasurer 
Hannah started her archaeologi-
cal career in 1995 studying joint 
honours Archaeology and Swed-
ish at Lampeter University. She 
then studied Cultural Landscape 
Management. After a spell back 
in the North East to complete her 
MA, she joined the digging circuit 
– landing her back in Wales. She 
worked for the Glamorgan-Gwent 
Archaeological Trust for three 
and half years, firstly as a digger, 
followed by a spell as a curatorial 
archaeologist, before returning to 

Tel: 0191 370 8841 
Archaeology Section, Libraries, 
Learning and Culture, Durham 

Jenny Morrison 
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 Clifford is an Archaeological 
Consultant and the Managing 
Director WTECP Limited. He is 
also attached to the Lancas-
ter University Department of 
Continuing Education. He has 
teaching and research inter-
ests in Roman Occupation 
West Cumbria, Landscape 
Archaeology, Artefacts and 
community, Experimental 
Archaeology, and Coastal 
Archaeology. He has been 
involved in numerous projects 
in the North West as well in 

other parts of the UK, includ-
ing ongoing excavations of 
10th century structures in the 
grounds of Gosforth Hall, in 
the Lake District, Roman fort 
sites at Drigg and Ullock and 
instigator of the preservation 
of Calder Hall nuclear power 
station. Clifford is also a com-
mercial board member 
of Cumbria Tourism 
Email: wtecp@hotmail.co.uk 
Tel: +44 (0) 19467 29099 
Mobile: 07917897805 

of the English to Christianity 
and the history of the Church 

Alex Gerrard was born in 
1948 in Birmingham and 
educated at: Loughborough 
College of Advanced Technol-
ogy, Nottingham University 
and Leicester University. He is 
a writer of fiction and non-
fiction and a teacher of crea-
tive writing - especially writing 
for children. He is also a histo-
rian, particularly of the early 
medieval period (all things 
Anglo-Saxon) and has a spe-
cific interest in the conversion 

in England generally. Now living 
in Darlington, Alex pursues 
interests in: computers, desk-
top publishing, classical music, 
church life (altar server and 
PCC secretary), wine and cogni-
tive archaeology. 
  
Email: dream-
writerx1@yahoo.co.uk 
Mobile: 07854 008418 
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bumps. 
tim.martin.4296@btinternet.com 

Justice. Not much archaeology 
there either (if I resist the 
temptation for some unflatter-
ing comparisons). In short, my 
interest in archaeology is nei-
ther professional nor voca-
tional. So if I represent anyone 
on the committee it is the 
"ordinary member" (if there is 
such a thing) who has an en-
thusiasm for uncovering the 
past. Occasionally I can be 
found walking in Northumber-
land looking at lumps and 

Clifford Jones 

Alex Gerrard 

Tim Martin 

Born and brought up in Cumbria 
I enjoyed history from an early 
age, particularly the large Cum-
brian stone circles in their fan-
tastic settings. I studied at New-
castle University and graduated 
with a BA (Hons) in Archaeology 
before undertaking an MA in 
Archaeology and Prehistory at 
the University of Sheffield. I 
worked as a  ‘circuit digger’ in 
the north of England for a cou-
ple of years, then focussed on 
survey and illustration work and 
worked on projects for commer-
cial archaeological units and 
large-scale academic research 
projects. The commercial work 

included building surveys of 
Medieval and Post-Medieval 
structures, topographic surveys, 
and more general site surveying 
for excavation. The academic 
projects involved prehistoric 
landscape surveys in north 
Northumberland, excavation 
work on a 10,000 year old 
Mesolithic house on the North-
umberland coast and work as a 
Research Associate at Newcas-
tle University undertaking field-
work on the Neolithic and 
Bronze Age complex at Thorn-
borough in North Yorks. I cur-
rently work as a Project Manager 
at Archaeological Research Ser-

vices Ltd, where I run our Gates-
head office which undertakes a  
range of commercial and re-
search-based archaeological 
work. 
ben@archaeologicalresearchserv
ices.com 

I studied Modern History at 
University, a course titled 
"From the Beginning to 
1964", but I mainly took the 
20th century papers so 
there wasn't much by way of 
archaeology. Jobs after 
university included manage-
ment in the transport and 
logistics industries, before 
switching to the public sec-
tor where I currently work 
on a quango funded by the 
Home Office and Ministry of 

Ben Johnson 



CBA North 
c/o Bede's World 
Church Bank 
Jarrow 
Tyne and Wear 
NE32 3DY 

CBA  N orth  

CBA North’s launch event will 
take place on Saturday 20th 
October. Join us at Flodden 
Field in Northumberland, for 
an expert tour around the 
famous site with leading bat-
tlefield archaeologist Dr Tony 
Pollard.  
 
Tony will be known to many as 
the co-presenter of BBC2’s 
programme “Two Men in a 
Trench”, which he presented 
alongside Neil Oliver. The pair 
also published two books 
based on the show. Tony is 
the Director of the Centre for 
Battlefield Archaeology at 
Glasgow University, and co-
edits the Journal of Conflict 
Archaeology. He will be treat-
ing us to a guided walk 
around the site of the 1513 
Battle of Flodden Field, and 
introducing us to battlefield 
archaeology, a fascinating 
and developing branch of 
archaeological research. 

It is free to attend this event, 
although pre-booking is re-
quired, and we would encour-
age members to invite non-
members to come along too. 
Refreshments will be provided 
in a local pub, details to be 
confirmed nearer the time. To 
book your place and to be 
kept informed of details 
please contact the Secretary, 
Suzie Thomas via email at                     
CBANorth@bedesworld.co.uk 
or via Bede’s World, Church 
Bank, Jarrow, Tyne and Wear, 
NE32 3DY. We will also be 
looking to encourage car-
pooling to help members with 
no transport, so please let us 
know if you have a car, or if 
you would need a lift, so that 
we can put you in touch with 
people in your area. 
 
Future events are planned 
across the region.  
 
The CBA North Committee. 

C B A  N O R T H  L AU N C H  E V E N T :  
F L O D D E N  F I E L D  W I T H  T O N Y  P O L L A R D  

Phone: 0191 4892106 
Email:CBANorth@bedesworld.co.uk 
CBA national website: www.britarch.ac.uk 

Young Archaeologists Club 

 
YAC is the only UK-wide club for 8-16 year olds 
interested in archaeology! Details of club branches in 
our region below: 

Kendal Branch, Anna Hall 
Kendal Museum, Station Road, Kendal LA9 6BT  
Tel: 01539 721374 
Email: info@kendalmuseum.org.uk 

Newcastle Branch, Dr Jane Webster 
School of Historical Studies, University of Newcastle-upon-Tyne, Newcastle NE1 7RU  

Whitehaven Branch, Michelle Kelly 
The Beacon, West Strand, Whitehaven, Cumbria CA28 7LY  
Tel: 01946 592302 
Email: Beacon@copelandbc.gov 

Not a branch near to you? Fancy setting one up? Contact Wendi Terry on wenditerry@britarch.ac.uk or 01904 
671417 for information about how to get started. 

Our man in a trench: Dr Tony 
Pollard 


