
I am delighted to 
have recently 
taken over as 
CBA North 
Treasurer, a 
role previously 
undertaken by Han-
nah Wiggins and 
to serve as CBA 
North’s web coordinator. 

After only a few months as 
Treasurer, I have come to 
realise how much we, as a 
small charitable organisa-
tion, rely on the financial 
contributions of our mem-
bers to fund activities such 
as the printing and posting 
of our bi-annual newsletter 
and the holding of our An-
nual General Meeting. Many 
of you already generously 
support us, having regis-
tered with 
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/

cbanorth for high street 
shopping and http://
cbanorth.easysearch.org.uk 

for internet shopping. An-
other way you can offer sup-
port is to help us reduce our 
costs. With that in mind, we 
would like to encourage 
those of you who are able, 
to opt out of receiving a 
printed version of our news-
letter in favour of receiving 
an electronic version. Addi-
tionally, members can opt to 
receive informational mail-
ing (e.g., meeting and event 
announcements) by email 
rather than the post. Not 
only will you be helping CBA 

North but you will be doing 
your bit to help the envi-

ronment! To sign up to 
receive information and/
or newsletters by email, 

send your request to                         

cbanorthnews@britarch.ac.uk. 

 CBA North Website Launch 

In August, CBA North 
launched its new website 
www.britarch.ac.uk/cban 
with the kind and invaluable 
help of the CBA Secretariat 
in York. 

The site is available to mem-
bers and non-members 
alike, and aims to let people 
know who we are, what we 
do, and how to support us. It 
also provides details of 

forthcoming events and con-
tact details for local socie-
ties. Back issues of our 
newsletters are available 
here, although the most re-
cent newsletter is reserved 
exclusively for CBA North 
members. 

To post relevant announce-
ments or events to be adver-
tised online, or to provide 
feedback on our new web-
site, go to  
www.britarch.ac.uk/cban and 
click on ‘Contact Us’. 
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CBA North Bamburgh Event 
By Paul Frodsham 

 

CBA North members were 
treated to a tour of this 
summer's excavations 
within Bamburgh Castle by 
excavation director Graeme 
Young. The ongoing excava-
tions at Bamburgh are pro-
viding evidence of human 
activity from 
prehistoric 
through until 
recent times, 
with new evi-
dence of Anglo-
Saxon settle-
ment proving 
particularly fasci-
nating. Members 
are encouraged 

to visit the project website 
(www.bamburghresearchpr
oject.co.uk) to find out 
more about what is without 
doubt one of the most im-
portant archaeological re-
search projects currently in 
progress in our region.     

http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/cbanorth
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/cbanorth
http://cbanorth.easysearch.org.uk/
http://cbanorth.easysearch.org.uk/
mailto:cbanorthnews@britarch.ac.uk
http://www.britarch.ac.uk/cban
http://www.britarch.ac.uk/cban/
http://www.bamburghresearchproject.co.uk
http://www.bamburghresearchproject.co.uk


P a g e  2  I s s u e  6  

NEW FINDS LIAISON OFFICER FOR DURHAM 

Frances McIntosh recently started as a 
new part-time Finds Liaison Officer for 
Durham. She will be working two days 
a week and is based at Durham County 
Council. She will be covering the 
Southern part of the North East. If you 
have any stray finds which needs iden-
tifying and recording, then please con-

tact her on 0191-370-8843, email her 
at frances.mcintosh@durham.gov.uk, 
or post her a letter at 

Durham County Council 
The Rivergreen Centre 
Aykley Heads 
Durham 
DH1 5TS 

Chalcolithic/Early Bronze Age Metal Working Site 
By Stuart Noon, Finds Liaison Officer for Lancashire and Cumbria 

Five fieldwork sessions have been held 
since work on site commenced in ear-
nest in March. The weather conditions 
have been highly variable with heavy 
snow, high winds, heavy rain, and bak-
ing heat, but not at all at the same 
time thankfully! In addition to mem-
bers of CBA North and Architectural and 
Archaeological Society of Durham and 

Northumberland, fieldwork was supple-
mented by members of the Yorkshire 
Archaeological Society, Appleby Ar-
chaeology, and post-graduate students 
from Durham University. New volun-
teers are always welcome so if you are 
interested in this highly complex Late 
Medieval high status site please get in 
touch. 

Findings so far include evidence of a 
second earlier tower of possible 14th 

century date, whose front 
wall was later re-used as the 
back wall of the 15th century 
tower. The surviving door-
way had become substan-
tially distorted by the weight 
of the 15th century tower 
bearing down upon it. An 
inner chamber or oubliette 
has been identified forming 
the private domestic office 
of the family with evidence 
surviving of furnishing and 
the dramatic nature of the abandon-
ment of the site in the mid 16th cen-
tury. 

Elsewhere the modern boundary wall 
has yielded evidence of a late 16th cen-
tury park boundary and further evi-
dence of a Medieval stone bridge. We 

have a total station earthwork plan 
kindly supplied by Ed Dennison Ar-
chaeological Associates.  

If you are interested in volunteering, 
then please contact Erik Matthews on 
079 5138 0829 or email 
rubyna.matthews@btinternet.com.  

Lammerside Fieldwork Update 
By Erik Matthews 

Keith and Matthew preparing elevation drawings of the 
windows. Photo by Jenny Morrison. 

A possibly internationally important 
assemblage of Chalcolithic/Early 
Bronze Age metalworking finds werdis-
covered in South 
Cumbria. A single 
find of a copper dag-
ger was reported to 
Stuart Noon, Port-
able Antiquities 
Scheme (PAS) Lanca-
shire and Cumbria, 
who identified it as a 
copper Chalcolithic 
dagger 2500-2100 
BC. This assessment was confirmed by 
Paul Garwood, Senior Lecturer in Pre-
history, University of Birmingham (UB). 

On further questioning the finder re-

vealed that it was found in association 
with 3 sizeable fragments of copper 
cake, a possible riveting tool, and a 

copper fishhook. Upon 
examination, the site 
revealed natural cop-
per ingots, crucible 
fragments, and furnace 
waste all within a local-
ised narrow area 
indicating a very 
early metal work-
ing site. 

Landowner permission is now 
being sought to carry out further 
investigation of the site compris-
ing magnetometer and targeted 
excavation by PAS in collabora-

tion 
with UB. 
The 
items 
re-
ported 
thus far will be analysed by UB. 

Other finds from the site include two 
Iron Age terret rings and a series of 

very fine Roman 
brooches. It is pos-
sible these items 
indicate a continu-
ance of metal 
working into the 
Iron Age and 
Romano-British 
periods. 

Figure 2: Copper cake 

Figure 3: Possible riveting 
tool 

Figure 1: Copper dagger 

mailto:frances.mcintosh@durham.gov.uk
mailto:rubyna.matthews@btinternet.com
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This object started life as 
part of a seal from the first 
ten years of George I reign 
(c. 1714-1724 AD). It is 
probably from a four part 
seal and a complete exam-
ple can be seen in the Brit-
ish Museum collections 
(Egan 1994: 74-75, no 197). 
At some point, however, it 
was changed from this use 
into a toy - most likely a 
whizzer or whirligig. This is 

very interesting as it shows 
reuse of resources in the 
past. It is an early form of 
recycling and reminds us 
how easily we throw things 
away when they are broken 
these days rather than 
thinking of another use for 
them. 

Geoff Egan (Post Medieval 
Finds Advisor for the Port-
able Antiquities Scheme 
(PAS)) describes a whizzer 
as a zigzag-edged sheet 
roundel toy, with two holes 
centrally located for a 
string, which is held in each 
hand, and by skilful twirling, 
then regular together/apart 
movements of the hands a 
rhythm sets the corrugated 
disc spinning fast enough to 
make a whizzing sound and/
or to surprise the unwary by 

suddenly applying it to the 
hands or arms/neck (or any-
where else for that matter) 
of the victim. Not only used 
by children, they appear on 
garrison sites where they 
were presumably a partial 
answer to the boredom of 
much of military life in bar-
racks. 

This find was found by a 
metal detectorist, who re-
ported it to the PAS. To 
view this find online, visit 
www.findsdatabase.org.uk 

and enter DUR-B81853 in 
the FIND ID search box.  

Reference 

Egan, G (1994) Lead Cloth 
Seals and related items in the 
British Museum. British Mu-
seum Occasional Papers 93 
London 

session will be led by Adam 
Menuge, Senior Architec-
tural Investigator at English 
Heritage, and Lynne Walker, 
Historic Buildings Officer at 
the CBA. Morning discus-
sions will be put into prac-
tice in the afternoon when 
delegates will take part in a 
visual survey of local his-
toric buildings.  

Day schools organised by 
the Association for Indus-
trial Archaeology (AIA) in 
partnership with the CBA 
are particularly for volun-
teers who comment on 
listed building applications. 
AIA/CBA day schools al-
ready have been held in 
Bristol and Manchester, and 
in the East of England, York-
shire, and the South East.  

Our current series of day 
schools  cover the West 

The CBA workshop pro-
gramme was initiated in 
2008, and has so far deliv-
ered four workshops on 
group governance and plan-
ning and the historic envi-
ronment. These free work-
shops were well-received by 
delegates who enjoyed the 
‘friendly informal atmos-
phere’ of the workshops 
and the ‘energy of discus-
sions.’  

‘Understanding historic 
buildings’ is the next topic in 
the workshop series to be 
held on Saturday, 10 Octo-
ber at St Anthony’s Hall (the 
Quilt Museum), Peasholme 
Green, York. This is an intro-
duction to historic buildings, 
providing delegates with a 
greater understanding of 
buildings’ form, fabric, and 
function and their change 
through time. The morning 

Midlands, the North East, 
South West, and the East 
Midlands starting in this 
past October, running 
through April 2010. The lo-
cation for the North East 
event is Newcastle in No-
vember 2009 and the provi-
sional programme includes 
the coal industry, engineer-
ing works, and early rail-
ways.  
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Interesting Lead Item found near Durham 
By Frances McIntosh, Finds Liaison Officer for Durham 

2010 Calendar 
The CBA North calen-
dar, which features pho-
tographs on archaeo-
logical subjects within 
the region, will be avail-
able from the end of Oc-
tober and will cost £6.99 
(inc. p&p). Please send 
your order to: CBA Cal-
endar, Pax Studio, 8 
Pease Street, Darling-
ton, DL1 4EU and make 
cheques payable to 
CBA North. 

Training Events for Volunteers 
By Sue Morecroft, Council for British Archaeology 

If you are interested in at-
tending CBA workshops and 
AIA/CBA day schools, book-
ing details may be found at 
www.britarch.ac.uk/

conservation/cbatraining. 
Alternatively, for more in-
formation, contact Sue 
Morecroft at Council for 
British Archaeology, St 
Mary’s House, 66 Bootham, 
York, YO30 7BZ, or on 0190-
467-1417.  

Photo from the AIA/CBA London training day – St Pancras. Photo by 
Sue Morecroft. 

Seal / Whizzer 

http://www.findsdatabase.org.uk
http://www.britarch.ac.uk/conservation/cbatraining
http://www.britarch.ac.uk/conservation/cbatraining
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EVENTS 

All events free and open to the public 
unless otherwise specified. 

P U B L I C  L E C T U R E S  

— NOVEMBER 2009 — 

25 
Wearmouth-Jarrow and the history of 
England 
Michael Wood 
18.00, The Curtis Auditorium, Herschel 
Building, Newcastle University, 
Newcastle; Newcastle Antiquaries 

27 
Not Just A Name Cast In Stone 
Shirley Bond 
19.00 for 19.30, Grindon Parish Hall, 
Thorpe Thewles, Thorpe Thewles 
History Group; Tickets available at 
£2.00 from Carlton Post Office or any 
member of the History Group, contact 
Linda or Mark Smith on 01740 630014. 

— DECEMBER 2009 — 

08 
Lancaster's Delftware Industry - Recent 
excavations of an important post-
medieval delftware pottery in Lancaster 
City 
Matthew Town 
19.30, Supper Room of the Market Hall, 
Appleby; Appleby Archaeology 

— JANUARY 2010 — 

12 
Pottery and The Roman Calendar  
Barbara Blenkinship and Martin Joyce 
19.00, Supper Room of the Market Hall, 
Appleby; AGM and Members evening, 
Appleby Archaeology 

16 

The British Steel Archive Project – the 
County Durham connections 
Joan Heggie  
14.00, Venue: St Giles Church, Gilesgate, 
Durham, Durham County Local History 
Society, www.durhamweb.org.uk/dclhs.  

— FEBRUARY 2010 — 

09 
Iranian Archaeology - Persepolis  
Anne Bell 
19.30, Supper Room of the Market Hall, 
Appleby; Appleby Archaeology 

20 

Attwood, Baring and Bessemer – 
researching Tudhoe Ironworks  
John Banham  

14.00, Venue: St Giles Church, Gilesgate, 
Durham, Durham County Local History 
Society, www.durhamweb.org.uk/dclhs.  

— MARCH 2010 — 

09 
The Bassenthwaite Lake Project in the 
LDNP  
Mark Graham 
19.30, Supper Room of the Market Hall, 
Appleby; Appleby Archaeology 

— APRIL 2010 — 

13 
Partnership Prehistory of the North 
Pennines  
Paul Frodsham  
19.30, Supper Room of the Market Hall, 
Appleby; Appleby Archaeology 

H E R I T A G E  D A Y  

— 24 NOVEMBER 2009 — 

This regional industrial heritage day 
school, run jointly by the CBA and the 
AIA on the recognition of the significance 
of industrial buildings, will begin at 9.30 
am and finish at 4.30 pm. The day will 
focus on legislation and the planning 
process, particularly in relation to the 
former industries of the North East. CBA-
North’s secretary, Jennifer Morrison, will 
be speaking on  Recording Engineering  
buildings.  

An afternoon site visit will be made to 
the Stephenson Quarter and the 
surrounding area, the area of Newcastle 
City Centre to the south of Central 
Station which contains surviving 
buildings from the former Robert 
Stephenson & Company Ltd, the world’s 
first purpose built locomotive factory 
and had been the subject of a recent 
extensive planning proposal.   

The day school, including lunch, is free of 
charge to CBA historic building 
volunteers, and CBA and AIA members 
who comment on listed building 
applications. A fee will be charged to 
professional delegates.  £10 cheque 
deposit is required per application, but is 
refundable on the day for those who 
attend. 

For further details, or to reserve a place 
on this day school, please contact Brian 
Grimsditch at the University of Salford, 
telephone 0161 295 3821 or email 
B.Grimsditch@salford.ac.uk. Please 
contact Brian as soon as possible as 
places are limited. 

C O N F E R E N C E  

 

NEW BOOKS 

 

This volume presents the results of 
archaeological excavations that took 
place between 1999 and 2003 at 
Sewerby Cottage Farm, Bridlington, in 
the advance of the construction of over 
300 houses. The work uncovered a rare 
group of Neolithic buildings, Iron Age 
burials and a Romano-British farmstead. 
The material remains were analysed by 
many different specialists and their 
interpretations have been brought 
together to tell the story of how this 
landscape was occupied between c.3500 
BC and c.900AD. 

Festival of British Archaeology  

2010 
17

th
 July to 1

st 
August 

http://www.durhamweb.org.uk/dclhs/
http://www.durhamweb.org.uk/dclhs/
mailto:B.Grimsditch@salford.ac.uk
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CBA North committee member Paul 
Frodsham has written the perfect 
Christmas present for members, or 
anyone else with an interest 
in archaeology! His book, From Stone-
henge to Santa Claus, traces a 5,000 
year journey through midwinter cele-
brations in Britain from the time of 
Stonehenge (including reference to the 
great Cumbrian stone circle of Long 
Meg, which is aligned on 
the midwinter sunset) through the 
Roman midwinter and medieval Christ-
mas to the present day. It accounts for 
the pagan and Christian aspects of the 
modern Christmas in an entertaining 
and accessible manner, being packed 
with festive facts about subjects such 
as Christmas trees, presents, cards 
crackers, dinners, carols, pantomime 
and, of course, dear old Santa.  

Merry Christmas! 

CBA North, in collaboration with 
the International Centre for Cul-
tural and Heritage Studies, New-
castle University and CBA Na-
tional are planning this day con-
ference on portable antiquities 

to be held at Newcastle Univer-
sity on Saturday, 13 March 
2010. Exact venue is yet to be 
determined. 

Speakers will address the cur-
rent issues facing those involved 

and interested 
in portable an-
tiquities, includ-
ing individuals 
from an ar-
chaeological, 
collecting, or 
metal detecting 

backgrounds. Papers will ad-
dress recent research, new ini-
tiatives, and ultimately discuss 
what the future holds for port-
able antiquity management and 
protection in the UK and further 
afield. Plenty of time has been 
scheduled to allow for debate. If 
you have queries about this 
event or wish to express interest 
in booking a place once the 
venue is available, than email 
Suzie Thomas on 
suziethomas@britarch.ac.uk. 

This CBA North sponsored event at 
Hartlepool Maritime Experience on 
Sunday 11th October was a huge suc-
cess. On the 1934 paddle steam ship, 
The Wingfield Castle, members heard a 
fascinating talk on shipwrecks and un-
derwater archaeology by Gary Green 
and Dave Coston of Nautical Archae-
ology Society North East (NASNE).  

Next, members learnt about the practi-
calities and difficulties in undertaking 
underwater recording and excavation 
in the North Sea where visibility can be 
very poor. Attendees were told about 
various shipwrecks off the north-east 
coast and wrecks in colliery related 
wherries in the River Tyne. We learnt 
about the varied work of NASNE which 
includes surveying historic shipwrecks 
and other maritime related sites, re-
searching the ships and the people 
who worked along the coast, maintain-
ing the North East England Maritime 
Archaeology Research Archive and pro-
viding maritime archaeology courses. 

This was followed by an enjoyable and 

informative talk on the survey of the 
Saltburn Rutways by Audrey Sanderson 
of Teeside Archaeological Society. The 
rutways are an impressive yet enig-
matic complex of post medieval route-
ways for carts cut into the natural bed-
rock on the foreshore from Saltburn to 
Skinningrove, created to serve the 
alum and ironstone industries and for 
collecting seaweed and kelp off the 
beach.  

Attendees benefited from free entry 
into the adjacent award-winning Mu-
seum of Hartlepool, which tells the 
story of the town from prehistoric 
times to the present day and there was 
discounted entry into the excellent 
Maritime Experience. The Maritime 
Experience includes a replica historic 
quay with 18th century shops musketry 
and cannon displays, an audio visual 
tour of the ship HMS Prosperity in the 
year 1800, skittle square and children's 
playship, children's maritime adven-
ture centre.  

Portable Antiquities: Archaeology, Collecting, Metal Detecting Conference 

Nautical Archaeology Day    By Jenny Morrison 

mailto:suziethomas@britarch.ac.uk
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Biggar Archaeology Group  
By Jennifer Morrison 

Digging at Howburn Farm. Photo by Jenny Morrison. 

As a 
national amen-

ity society, CBA re-
ceives more than 4,000 
listed building consent (LBC) 
applications annually from 
local planning authorities in 
England. Applications are for 
complete or partial demoli-
tion of listed buildings, which 
can range from minor do-
mestic alterations, through 
to interior alterations for re-
use or complete demolition 
for redevelopment. Rather 
than Grade I or period-
specific listed buildings, CBA 
tends to focus on applica-
tions for Grade II vernacular, 
industrial and multi-period 

buildings, which can vary 
from a barn to workers’ 
housing or from a windmill 
to a large multi-phase indus-
trial site. It is these buildings 
that may benefit most from 
an archaeological approach – 
considering form, fabric, 
phasing and context – when 
assessing the building and 
the proposed alterations of 
the LBC application.   

To deal with the large vol-
ume and geographical range 
of LBC applications, CBA 
draws on the expertise and 
local knowledge of a volun-
tary network of historic 
buildings correspondents. An 
LBC application is sent to the 
local historic building corre-
spondent for assessment – 

the application often in-
cludes a listing description, 
photographs, and drawings 
of plans and elevations of 
the existing building/site and 
the proposed building/site – 
and it may be necessary for 
the correspondent to make a 
site visit. A report is returned 
to the secretariat in York: 
this document forms the 
basis for a decision by the 
Historic Buildings Officer, 
Lynne Walker, on whether or 
not to make a response to 
the local authority.  

The CBA has over 80 historic 
buildings correspondents 
around the country and they 
make a very valuable contri-
bution to its work. The num-
ber of CBA volunteers has 

increased over the last three 
years but there are still some 
vacancies for local authority 
areas not yet covered by 
correspondents. In the North 
region CBA needs new corre-
spondents to cover Tyne and 
Wear, Durham and Cleve-
land. 

If you are interested in his-
toric buildings and would like 
to volunteer as an historic 
buildings correspondent in 
one or more of these areas, 
please email lynne-

walker@britarch.ac.uk or 
carolebarrow-

clough@britarch.ac.uk, write 
to them at Council for British 
Archaeology, St Mary’s 
House, 66 Bootham, York 
YO30 7BZ or telephone 0190
-467-1417 for further infor-
mation. 

Listed Building Volunteers 
By Sue Morecroft, Council for British Archaeology 

CBA North members were 
invited to participate in the 
Biggar Archaeology Group’s 
summers excavations at the 
multi-period prehistoric site 
at Howburn Farm near Els-
rickle in South Lanarkshire.  
An impressive assemblage of 
flint, chert, and pitchstone 
tools dating from the Upper 
Palaeolithic, Mesolithic, and 
Early Neolithic periods were 
retrieved from the site. The 
earliest finds could be as old 
as 14,000 years, and repre-
sent the oldest evidence  
thus far found for 
human occupation 

of Scotland. The hunter-
gatherers set up camp here 
just after the last retreat of 
the Ice Age, possibly follow-
ing reindeer and elk herds 
across the North Sea, which 
was then dry land. The exca-
vation, led by Tam Ward was 
reported in the May-June 
issue of British Archaeology 
magazine. I would to thank 
Biggar Archaeology Group 
for their hospitality and an 
enjoyable weekend of dig-
ging in the Scottish sun-
shine. 

As a member of CBA North, 
you receive:  

 Two newsletters annually; 

 Special access to sites or 
world-renowned experts 
through our special events 
programme; 

 Advice on issues concerning 
archaeological heritage in 
your area; and 

 Information on fieldwork 
and details of how you can 
get involved. 

Membership Fees

 

+ Students must have a valid 
student ID; they will receive 
all correspondence, including 
newsletter by email. 

To join CBA North, please 
send a cheque for the rele-
vant amount made payable 
to the Council for British Ar-
chaeology, North to: 

Jennifer Morrison 
CBA North Secretary 
c/o West Chapel 
Jesmond Old Cemetery 
Jesmond Road 
Newcastle upon Tyne 
NE2 1NL 

Note that if you are a mem-
ber of the CBA nationally you 
might already be a member 
of CBA North if you live in 
Cumbria, Northumberland, 
Tyne and Wear, County Dur-
ham, or the Tees Valley. How-
ever, you may join it on its 
own, or you can add it as an 
extra Group if you are already 
a regional member of an-
other Group through an exist-
ing CBA membership. Email 
cbanorthmemberships 

@britarch.ac.uk for more in-
formation. 

  
Indi-
vidual 

Joint Family 
Stu-
dent+ 

UK £5 £7 £8 free+ 

Europe £7 £9 £10 free+ 

Rest of 
World 

£9 £11 £12 free+ 

 CBA North Membership 

http://www.biggararchaeology.org.uk/  

mailto:lynnewalker@britarch.ac.uk
mailto:lynnewalker@britarch.ac.uk
mailto:carolebarrowclough@britarch.ac.uk
mailto:carolebarrowclough@britarch.ac.uk
mailto:cbanorthmemberships@britarch.ac.uk
mailto:cbanorthmemberships@britarch.ac.uk
http://www.biggararchaeology.org.uk/
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The Nautical Archaeology Society 
North-East has recently awarded a very 
generous English Heritage Regional 
Capacity Building grant for its new 
“Hartlepool-built: Ships, Crews and 
Community” project. 

This unique project aims to create a 
new, community-driven maritime heri-
tage website documenting Hartlepool’s 
‘modern’ history and tradition of ship-
building, through the memories, sto-
ries and photographs of the people 
involved. 

‘Hartlepool-built’ is generously sup-
ported by a number of organisations 
and individuals, including Tees Archae-
ology, Hartlepool Library Service, Port-
Cities Hartlepool, Hartlepool Heritage 
& Museums Service, Teesside Archives, 
the Teesside Branch of the World Ship 
Society, and Renaissance North-East. 

Hartlepool has a long and distinguished 
history of shipbuilding, but it was the 
construction of the new and extensive 
dock facilities of West Hartlepool in the 

middle of the 19th century that really 
ignited the town’s shipbuilding indus-
try, and a succession of shipbuilders 
established yards here.  

Between 1836 and 1963, eleven major 
companies produced nearly 2000 
ships, with over half coming from just 

one yard, that of William Gray & Co. 
This one company produced over 1100 
ships between 1874 and 1963, when 
the closure of the yard signalled the 
end of shipbuilding in the town. 

Gary Green, North-East Regional Co-
ordinator of the Nautical Archaeology 
Society, said:  

“Hartlepool ships travelled - and were 
lost - right around the world, and there 
are some fascinating stories about 
them. Using our project partners’ exist-
ing core collections of photographs, 
paintings, ship models and other re-
lated material as a starting point, we 
aim to create comprehensive ‘sea his-
tories’ for all the vessels involved, in-
cluding technical data, voyage details 
and crew lists.” 

“We are particularly keen to record the 
human stories behind the ships and 
we’d love to hear from anyone who, 
for example, may have worked in one 
of the shipyards or served on one of 
the ships or had a relative who did. We 

are also very keen 
to add diver’s un-
derwater footage of 
Hartlepool-built 
wrecks from around 
the world to the 
website.” 

Through local infor-
mation-gathering 
‘Roadshows’ the 
project will actively 
encourage anyone 
with an interest in 
Hartlepool’s ship-
building history to 
come along for a 
chat and a cup of 
tea with project 
volunteers, to share 

their personal maritime recollections 
and to have their photographs and 
other documentary memorabilia 
scanned and added to the archive. 

“The website will be a marvellous free 
source of information for anyone with 
an interest in Hartlepool’s maritime 

heritage – from historians and archae-
ologists to former shipyard workers 
and family researchers. With Hartle-
pool hosting the 2010 Tall Ships event, 
and 2012 marking the 50th anniversary 
of the closure of Gray’s shipyard, the 
creation of this resource will provide a 
valuable and very personal, interna-
tionally important maritime archive 
freely accessible to a world-wide audi-
ence.” 

If anyone has stories, photographs, or 
other mementoes of Hartlepool’s ships 
they would be willing to have added to 
the website, please contact  either 
Gary Green or Diane Marlborough as 
below:  

gary.green@hartlepool.gov.uk; 0142- 
952-3457; Tees Archaeology, Sir Wil-
liam Gray House, Clarence Road, Har-
tlepool, TS24 8BT. 

borough@hartlepool.gov.uk; 0142-926
-3778; Hartlepool Central Library, York 
Road, Hartlepool, TS26 9DE. 

The two ship accompanying this article 
were built by William 
Gray & Co. Ltd. 

 

Successful Launch of a New Maritime Heritage Resource 
By Gary Green, North-East Regional Co-ordinator of the Nautical Archaeology Society 

The steel steamship ‘Garlinge’ built in 1952 

The paddle steamer ‘Wingfield Castle’, built in 1934 and still afloat 
alongside the Museum of Hartlepool. 
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Contact Details: 
 Emails: 

General Enquires: 
cbanorth@britarch.ac.uk  

Membership: 
cbanorthmemberships@britarch.ac.uk  

Newsletter:  
cbanorthnews@britarch.ac.uk  

Website: 
CBA North:          
www.britarch.ac.uk/cban  

CBA National:         
www.britarch.ac.uk 

Also look for the CBA North group 
on  

The Autumn 2009 issue of the Young Ar-
chaeologists' Club (YAC) magazine Young 
Archaeologist is now out!! It's packed with 
features about Viking life, human remains, 
India, bread-making, and much more! And 
there are cool competitions to win some 
top prizes too. 

To get Young Archaeologist magazine, you 
must be a member of YAC UK. YAC is the 
only UK-wide club for 8-16 year olds inter-

ested in archaeology!  

To find out more: visit 
www.yac-uk.org, 
email yac@yac-
uk.org, write to YAC 
HQ, St Mary's House, 
66 Bootham, York 
YO30 7AZ, or phone 
0190-467-1417. 

Support CBA North 
Help CBA North raise funds to 
support ongoing activities 
when shopping online with 
over 600 popular retailers. 
Simply visit  
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
cbanorth. 

Or  

You can raise funds when you 
search the web! Use 
easysearch every time you 
search the Web and they’ll 
give 50% of the fees paid by 
their advertising sponsors to 
CBA North. All you need to do 
is to visit  http://
cbanorth.easysearch.org.uk.  

Our Annual General Meeting (AGM) was 
held at the beautiful Carlisle Cathedral on 
Saturday, 30th May 2009. The business 
meeting was followed by a formal talk on 
'Community Archaeology and the CBA' by 
Suzie Thomas, Community Archaeology 
Support Officer for the Council for British 
Archaeology and former secretary of CBA 
North. Suzie is working on a project collat-
ing details of archaeological and local his-
tory societies across Britain. She currently 
has 2000 groups on the database. 

The award winning Com-
munity Archaeology Forum 
(CAF) website 
(www.britarch.ac.uk/caf) 
was established in 2006 . 
The site provides advice 
and guidance on topics 
such as finds cleaning and 
writing reports. It is a sign-
post for good practice and 
can be used to advertise 
events.  

Suzie's talk was followed by 
a fascinating guided tour of 
the cathedral by guides 
David Little and Tony Daltry.  

The Cathedral was founded in 1122 AD and 
is the second smallest cathedral in England. 
Sir Walter Scott and his French bride were 
married in the cathedral. This fine building 
includes the east window, with its tracery 
containing some very fine 14th century 
stained glass, and the Brougham Triptych, a 
magnificent 16th century carved Flemish 
altarpiece in St. Wilfrid's Chapel. Also pre-
sent is a very fine renovated 14th century 
barrel-vaulted painted ceiling in the choir 
and in the north and south aisles medieval 
paintings depicting the Life of St. Cuthbert, 
St. Augustine, and St. Antony and the fig-
ures of the 12 Apostles. The carved capitals 

of the columns in the choir rep-
resent activities associated 
with the months of the year 
and the early 15th century choir 
stalls and misericords are nota-
ble examples of medieval carv-
ing. The Treasury contains a 
fine display of Cathedral and 
Diocesan silver and treasures, 
illustrating the story of Chris-
tians in Cumbria through the 
centuries. The Fratry, where 
the AGM was held is a spec-
tacular former monastic dining 
room dating originally from the 

13th century and rebuilt in the 15th century.  

Copy Deadline for next Newsletter  
— Wednesday, 24th March 2010 — 

CBA North welcomes the opportunity to ad-
vertise archaeological projects, events, field-
work, exhibitions, and conferences, or other 
relevant news on behalf of our membership.  
Please send articles (200-300 words) to    
cbanorthnews@britarch.ac.uk by 24 March. 
Images are  welcome, however, please con-
firm permission has been given for reproduc-
tion and include a short caption and to whom 
to give credit for the image. Our next issue 
will highlighting activities to be run as part of 
the Festival of British Archaeology 2010  

(Saturday, 17th July to Sunday, 1st August). 
Please submit event/lecture information in 
the following format: 
    Date: 
    Title: 
    Speaker: if appropriate 
    Time: 
    Location: 
    Associated Fees: 
    Contact details/webaddress: 

Again, we  would like to offer you the oppor-
tunity to save trees and CBA operating cost by 
receiving the newsletter digitally by email 
rather than by post. For this to happen, simply 
email cbanorthnews@britarch.ac.uk. 

AGM at Carlisle Cathedral 
By Jenny Morrison 

Guided tour. Photo by Myra 
Giesen. 
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