
Notice of CBA North  
Extraordinary General Meeting 

CBA North members are encouraged to attend this extraordinary 

meeting on Saturday, 3 December 2011 in the Chester Room, 

18 Windsor Terrace on the Newcastle University campus. The 

purpose of the meeting is to discuss and vote on propose 

changes to the constitution relating to the length of time honorary 

officers and committee members can serve. The meeting will be-

gin promptly at 11 am. To book, please convey your intention to 

attend to Jennifer Morrison, Secretary on 0191 211 6218 or by 

email at cbanorth@britarch.ac.uk by 28 November 2011.  
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Call for new CBA North committee 

members and honorary officers 

CBA North is looking for new commit-

tee members and honorary officers. 

Several members of the present com-

mittee have stood for their maximum 

allowed length of time. If you are inter-

ested email: cbanorth@britarch.ac.uk. 

This is one of a number of local 

councils that are threatening to 

opt out of providing heritage ser-

vices to protect archaeology. The 

CBA wants to make them think 

again about what they will be los-

ing. Middlesbrough Council has 

now started a 6-week consultation 

period on its proposed budget 

cuts. The consultation period runs 

to 18 November and the details 

are on their website at http://

www.middlesbrough.gov.uk/ccm/

navigation/council--government-

and-democracy/council-budget-

consultation-2012-2013/. 

The CBA is asking its local mem-

bers to respond to the consulta-

tion and contact Middlesbrough 

Council to express their support 

for the important work that Tees 

Archaeology does and the enor-

mous value that the Council‟s 

modest investment in the service 

provides. It creates opportunities 

for local people to be involved 

with their heritage, contributes to 

enhancement of neighbourhoods 

and levers in significant amounts 

of developer funding to the local 

economy.  

Ask the Council how it will meet 

its obligations as a planning au-

thority in the future? In line with 

national planning policy (PPS5) 

and the new National Planning 

Policy Framework, it should have 

access to archaeological informa-

tion in an Historic Environment 

Record and expert advice to in-

form its planning decisions. 

You can comment on the pro-

posed cut to Tees Archaeology in 

a number of ways. Use an online 

form available via the link 

above. Or you can email 

budget@middlesbrough.gov.uk, 

or write to Budget Consultation, 

Middlesbrough Council, Civic 

Centre, PO Box 506, Middles-

brough, TS1 9GA.  

For more information about local 

archaeological services see http://

www.britarch.ac.uk/conservation/

whatsnew. 
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By Dot Boughton, Finds Liaison 

Officer for Lancashire and Cum-

bria 

Even though there was no Roman 

helmet found in Cumbria this year, 

I am happy to report that the arte-

facts reported to me have not been 

insignificant or less fascinating! On 

the contrary, 2011 saw me take in 

my first two Viking hoards, the first 

one from Cumbria and the second, 

slightly larger one, from Lanca-

shire. 

The first Viking hoard, known as 

the 'Furness Hoard' was found 

around Easter. Since becoming 

Cumbria's Finds Liaison Officer in 

2005, I had recorded only a handful 

of Viking artefacts and when a 

friend of the finder reported the 

hoard to me, I found it difficult to 

believe him. However, the caller 

assured me that there were coins 

of Eadred, Plegmund, and other 9th 

and 10th century rulers: we cer-

tainly were in Viking territory here. 

The finder agreed to meet with me 

and pass the hoard on to me under 

the Treasure Act (he preferred not 

to keep something this valuable at 

home!). I spent the following eve-

ning and night marvelling at the 

coins and the shiny hacksilver and 

started to identify everything. I re-

ported the find to the British Mu-

seum the next day and they were 

excited, too. Even from the national 

angle, the discovery 

of a Viking hoard is a 

very rare occur-

rence. This was only 

a small but very im-

portant group buried 

in c. AD955-957, 

with rare coins, two 

Arabic dirhams and 

some fragments of 

hacksilver.  

A few months later, 

just when the excite-

ment about the 

Furness Hoard had 

died down a little, I got a phone call 

from one of my Kendal & District 

MD Club detector-

ists who told me 

that he had found 

something amazing. 

I asked him if it was 

a Roman helmet (I 

had to!), but he said 

no – it was better. 

And he was right. 

When I went to see 

him, he poured out 

in front of me nearly 

200 pieces of hack-

silver, silver ingots 

and coins: another 

Viking hoard. This 

one had not been dispersed 

but had rested in North 

Lancashire's soil for 1100 

years, completely undis-

turbed. All the small pieces 

of silver had still been in the 

lead container and, to my 

(and the finder's!) greatest 

amazement, the lead con-

tainer had rested on five 

beautifully crafted silver 

bracelets. The find is now in 

the British Museum and the 

resident curators already 

call this hoard 'Cuerdale's 

little brother' – although its 

official name is the Silverdale 

Hoard. However, the hacksilver 

and ingots have a striking resem-

blance to those from the huge Lan-

cashire hoard (40kg!) and the initial 

assessment of the coins tells us 

that Cuerdale's little brother, too, 

was probably buried between 

AD905-910. 

If you have any finds from your gar-

den, the beach, field-walking, or 

metal-detecting and would like 

them identified and recorded, don‟t 

hesitate to get in touch with me:  

Dot Boughton, Tullie House Mu-

seum & Art Gallery, Carlisle, CA3 

8TP; 01228 618760; 

dot.boughton@lancashire.gov.uk 

Coins from the Furness  Hoard, Cumbria  

Objects from the Furness Hoard, Cumbria  

Work in progress: the Silverdale Hoard, North Lan-
cashire  

Recent Cumbria and Lancashire Finds              
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By David Graham 

As you likley know, Northern 

England has a rich array of 

Neolithic and Bronze Age rock art 

panels scattered across its 

landscape, which is among 

greatest concentrations of such 

panels in the world. However, 

pollution, vandalism, and human 

and agricultural intrusion are 

impacting the integrity of these non

-renewable heritage resources and 

new management approaches are 

needed to protect panels into the 

future. Unfortunately, scant 

scientific research has been 

performed on drivers of panel 

deterioration. To help identify 

environmental factors that most 

influence stone preservation state, 

a joint investigation was 

undertaken in the Summer of 2011 

by the School of Civil Engineering 

and Geosciences (CEG) and the 

International Centre for Cultural 

and Heritage Studies (ICCHS) at 

Newcastle University, and Queen‟s 

University – Belfast (QUB). 

 

The project was led by Prof David 

Graham in CEG, Drs Myra Giesen 

and Aron Mazel in ICCHS, and Dr 

Patricia Warke at UQB with the 

goal of developing a condition 

assessment tool for managers to 

aid prioritisation of panels for 

intervention. Anais Ung, an 

environmental engineering MS 

student in CEG, quantified over 30 

physical, geochemical and 

biological environmental factors 

associated with 18 panels at the 

Lordenshaw and Weetwood sites 

in Northumberland. These data 

were analysed in combination  with 

quantitative panel staging data, 

and it was found that flat, perched 

panels in areas  with lower soil 

moisture levels were consistently 

most deteriorated. To assess how 

these factors might impact panel 

integrity into the future, fine-scale 

climate modelling was performed 

on both sites, and temperature and 

precipitation levels are predicted to 

increase by 3°C and 10%, 

respectively, over the next 80 

years, both changes that will 

increase rates of stone 

deterioration. 

This highly successful project was 

the first of its kind and results are in 

preparation for publication. 

However, more work is needed, 

especially related to the effects of 

stone mineralogy. The team plans 

to expand the research in 2012 by 

adding to the scientific and 

condition databases, and extending 

observations to explicit guidance 

for site managers of these and 

similar sites around the world.     

News from West Cumbria 

By Clifford Jones, CBA North member-at-large 

The recent severe storms have again wreaked havoc 

with the coastal remains of Ravenglass roman fort. 

The site is exposed to the full blast of any storm and 

most distressing of all the pilage by metal detedtorists 

immediately after, as large chunks of the barracks 

collapse onto the beach. 

The site is owned by the Pennington family of Mun-

caster Castle, and managed by the Lake District Na-

tional Park (LDNP) on behalf of English Heritage. The 

local residents and other interested (and concerned) 

parties have complained loud and long to those re-

sponsible in respect of the management of the 

coastal side of the site. Whilst it is inevitable that it will 

be lost, the statement by LDNP suggesting that the 

site was thoroughly excavated and recorded in 1976 

(Potter & Shotter) is wholly inaccurate. Clifford Jones 

discussed the situation with Prof. David Shotter and 

other interested parties and it appears that the site 

still contains vital evi-

dence; specifically the 

remains of Roman 

tents, found on the last 

day of excavation; 

these remains lay be-

neath the earliest fort 

feature, pre dating any 

known structures and 

not fully recorded in the 

report by Shotter & Pot-

ter (Romans in North West England), because they 

appeared too late. 

The latest news from Ravenglass is a quantity of Ro-

man coin is being distributed by the waves along the 

beach line, some of which has been passed to Tullie 

House museum. The only word for the situation is pil-

lage - vital evidence is being lost on an hourly basis 

and whilst the owners, management and regulatory 

body are aware, nobody seems able to do anything. 

Scientific Assessment of Northumberland Rock Art Panels              

Ung, Mazel, and Graham at Lorden-
shaw. Photo by Myra Giesen. 

Coastal remains of 
Ravenglass roman fort. 
Photo by Jones 
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by Frances Dickinson, Chair of 
Friends of Historic Dilston 

A five-month excavation held at 

Dilston Castle by North Pennines 

Archaeology Ltd, in 2008, provided 

valuable information about Dil-

ston and its development over 

the centuries from a medieval 

settlement on the Devil‟s Water to 

a magnificent country estate. The 

dig, which was led by Principal 

Archaeologist Frank Giecco, at-

tracted large numbers of volun-

teers of all ages, including inter-

national students, local people, 

others from further afield and 

members of Friends of Historic 

Dilston. 

Work centred on an excavation 

over three distinct areas compris-

ing the medieval hall, the Jacobean 

manor house and the service range 

of this building. The medieval hall 

(which stood to the north of Dilston 

Castle) is likely to have been the 

residence of the Lords of Dy-

velston, who held the barony from 

the late 11th to the early 14th cen-

tury. The Jacobean manor house 

Dilston Hall, built by the Radcliffes 

1622/3, was remodelled the follow-

ing century by James Radcliffe, 3
rd

 

Earl of Derwentwater, and demol-

ished in 1768.  

The excavation produced a huge 

assemblage of finds, which provide 

a great insight into the lavish life-

style of the Radcliffe Family during 

the 17th and early 18th centuries. 

The finds, which cover every as-

pect of daily life at Dilston Hall and 

range from high status pottery to 

basic kitchenware, illustrate per-

fectly the wealth of Dilston in its 

heyday, opening up a window on 

the past. 

Over 1800 pottery sherds were re-

covered ranging from maiolica im-

ported from Italy, Chinese export 

porcelain and delftware from Hol-

land, London and Bristol. Large 

quantities of high quality earthen-

ware from the Staffordshire and 

Nottingham potteries were found, 

which included tankards, flagons, 

porrigers, bowls, saucers, plates 

and bedpans. The quantity of wine 

bottles reflect a high consumption 

of wine on the site – to be expected 

considering the wealth of the family 

and the amount of entertaining that 

would have occurred. Other finds 

range from gunflints to large iron 

keys, coins, thimbles, lace-making 

weights to-

gether with 

clay tobacco 

pipes, bone 

dice and 

gaming 

counters.  

These arte-

facts paint a 

vivid picture 

of a day in 

the life of the 

Radcliffes 

with the men 

of the house 

gambling 

and ladies lace making. 

One of the most remarkable finds 

has been a London-made salt-

glazed tankard dating back to the 

late 1600s, which has lain undam-

aged for over 300 years, protected 

by the silt which had collected from 

one of the drains leading from Dil-

ston Hall. Some of the most deco-

rative and well-preserved items 

found include the remains of a 

large charger, made in Stafford-

shire in the 17th century, and a 

claret jug of the same period.  

Other items, which were 

discovered broken into 

scores of tiny pieces, have 

been meticulously put to-

gether by a local potter and 

are now on display in Dil-

ston Chapel.  

At one stage during the dig, 

great excitement broke out 

at the discovery of a silver 

cufflink engraved with „CR‟, 

leading to speculation that 

it may have belonged to 

Charles Radcliffe, brother 

of James, 3rd Earl of Der-

wentwater! 

Amongst the numerous coins that 

were found, many of which were 

Scottish, was a Charles l half-

penny. These artefacts together 

with the pottery mostly date to the 

time of Sir Edward Radcliffe, 2nd 

baronet, and Sir 

Francis Radcliffe, 

3rd baronet – the 

latter being created 

Earl of Derwent-

water in 1688, 

when his eldest 

son married Lady 

Mary Tudor, an ille-

gitimate daughter 

of Charles ll.   

A coffin uncovered 

in Dilston Chapel, 

during the restora-

tion work of 

2002/3, is believed to contain the 

remains of Sir Edward Radcliffe, 

2nd Baronet, who was buried at Dil-

ston on18 December 1663 – the 

iconography on the lead coffin dat-

ing to this time. As a supporter of  

Charles l during the Civil War, life 

A Window on the Past  

Remains of the service range of the Jacobean 
house. Photo by Dickinson. 

A reconstructed 17
th

century 
charger. Photo by Dickinson. 
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by Jon McKelvey, TWM Archae-
ology  

A World War II air raid shelter was 

excavated during January 2011 by 

TWM Archaeology on behalf of 

Sunderland City Council in re-

sponse to the redevelopment of St. 

Joseph‟s Primary School, Sunder-

land. An earlier evaluation con-

firmed the presence of the well-

preserved shelter first identified by 

geophysical survey. Following 

these works, it was agreed that the 

remains of the shelter should be 

exposed and recorded prior to re-

development. 

The full extent of the shelter was 

identified in plan and the backfill 

removed to expose the interior with 

the exception of the northern extent 

where it was disturbed by a former 

substation. The large shelter con-

sisted of four rectangular blocks of 

corridor that extended over an area 

of 66.80m in length by 18.50m 

width and was constructed using 

precast concrete panels following a 

plan known as the covered trench 

design. Each block of corridors was 

interconnected and accessed 

by three entrances (one lo-

cated between each block). 

The western side of the shel-

ter was particularly well pre-

served and with the exclusion 

of the roof survived to its full 

height, with even the roof sur-

viving in situ across a toilet 

alcove. Most air raid shelters 

encountered by archaeolo-

gists have already been heav-

ily disturbed; therefore, this 

excavation has provided a rare op-

portunity to investigate the com-

plete plan and majority of the inte-

rior of a large air raid shelter. A 

controlled excavation under the 

supervision of archaeologists also 

has enabled the details of con-

struction to be recorded.  

A window on the past contin-

ued ...  must have become un-

comfortable at times for Sir Ed-

ward, who was listed as „a delin-

quent and recusant‟ and, as a 

consequence, in 1652, suffered 

the forfeiture of his estates. The 

following year, his son Francis, 

who had been kept out of the roy-

alist army, was able to recover 

the family‟s estates, which had 

been prudently placed in trustee-

ship.  

The excavation work at Dilston 

enabled a set of reconstruction 

drawings to be made by Field 

Archaeologist Peter Ryder, an 

authority on mediaeval buildings 

and Northumbrian tower houses. 

Standing alongside the castle 

these depict the mediaeval dwell-

ing lived in by the Dyvelston fam-

ily, the Jacobean house built by 

Sir Edward Radcliffe and the 

Queen Anne mansion of James 

Radcliffe, 3rd Earl of Derwent-

water.  

Air Raid Shelter at St Joseph’s Primary School, Sunderland 

Excavation of Shelter, facing north. 
Photo by TWM Archaeology. 

An Imperial Family in 

Britain  

2011 is the 
anniversary 
of the death 
of the Em-
peror Sep-
timius 
Severus. 
This is an 
event of 
great significance to Arbeia Ro-
man Fort in South Shields, since 
the fort was converted into a sup-
ply base to support his military 
campaigns in Scotland. It is 
highly likely that Severus and his 
family actually came to the fort 
itself – excavations there have 
produced a large number of lead 
sealings showing the busts of the 
Emperor and his two sons, as 
well as a beautiful cameo of Ca-
racalla, and a massive altar re-
cords the safe return of Caracalla 
and Geta to Rome after the death 
of their father.  

The 2011 Arbeia Society confer-

ence, to be held on Saturday, 19th 
November, could be about no 
other subject! „A Roman Imperial 
Family in Northern Britain: the 
campaigns of Septimius Severus 
and their consequences‟ has an 
exciting line-up of speakers, cov-
ering a range of topics relating to 
this fascinating period of Roman 
Britain, from the campaigns in 
Scotland to York, where Severus 
died, and, of course, not forget-
ting Arbeia itself.  

Image 1. cameo showing Cara-
calla as Hercules; Image 2. lead 
sealing showing Severus and his 
sons Caracalla and Geta. Both 
images © Tyne and Wear Archives 
and Museums 



Events  
All events are free and open to the 

public unless stated otherwise. 

Keep up-to-date with regional 

events by visiting the CBA North 

website at www.britarch.ac.uk/

cban/events.html. Please reconfirm 

dates and times of all events, as 

they are subject to change.  

PUBLIC LECTURES 

02.11.11 Prof. Gabriel Cooney 

(University College Dublin) “Axes 

from islands: the role of stone 

axeheads from insular sources in the 

Neolithic of Ireland and 

Britain” [DUADRS] 

07.11.11 Stan Beckensall “The 

fascination of 

Northumberland's” [BAS] 

08.11.11 Andrew Birley (Vindolanda 

Trust) “Excavations at Vindolanda: 

the 2011 Season” [NURAS, Shefton 

Room, 1st Floor, Armstrong Bldg, 

Newcastle University] 

08.11.11 Jamie Lund (National Trust 

NW Region) “Archaeological 

Landscape Survey of the Sizergh 

Estate” [AA] 

09.11.11 Prof. Frank Vermeulen 

(University of Ghent) 

“Geoarchaeological approaches to 

the study of abandoned Roman 

cities and their hinterland in Adriatic 

Italy” [DUADRS] 

09.11.11 Matthew Ayre “History of 

Whaling” [NAG] 

15.11.11 Caroline Pudney (Cardiff) 

“IA-Roman coinage in Severn 

Estuary” [NURAS, Shefton Rm, 1st 

Floor, Armstrong Bldg, Newcastle 

University] 

23.11.11 Prof. Matthew Collins 

(University of York) “ZooMS; protein 

mass-spectrometry for the 

masses” [DUADRS] 

26.11.11 Dr David Mason (County 

Archaeology Officer and Society 

President) “New Light on the 

Archaeology of County 

Durham” [Arch & Arch]  

30.11.11 Prof. Robert Van-der-Noort 

(University of Exeter) “Climate-

change archaeology of the 

sea” [DUADRS] 

30.11.11 Prof. Valerie Maxfield 

“Imperial Purple Porphyry: the 

archaeology of the emperors' 

building stone” [NURAS, The Curtis 

Auditorium, Herschel Bldg, 

Newcastle University] 

05.12.11 Roger Miket “Something 

local - possibly interesting” [BAS] 

07.12.11 Dr Nicky Milner (University 

of York) “The Meso-what?: Public 

outreach for the Mesolithic and Star 

Carr” [DUADRS] 

13.12.11 Philippa Walton (UCL/BM) 

“Rethinking Roman Britain using 

numismatic evidence” [NURAS, 

Shefton Rm, 1st Floor, Armstrong 

Bldg, Newcastle University]  

13.12.11 Annie Hamilton-Gibney 

“Cumbrian Connections - Lithic 

analysis in the Upper Eden Valley 

and an update on „Living among the 

Monuments‟” [AA] 

14.12.11 The Northton Team: Mike 

Church, Rosie Bishop, Claire 

Nesbitt, Emily Blake, Steph Piper, 

Angela Perri, Peter Rowley-Conwy 

“The Discovery of the Mesolithic of 

the Outer Hebrides” [DUADRS] 

14.12.11 John Nolan “Borough 

Theatre, Wallsend” [NAG] 

10.01.12 Richard Stevens and 

Martin Railton “More on Abbeytown - 

an outlying chapel at Holme St. 

Cuthbert / Altogether Archaeology 

on Brackenber Moor - results of the 

2011 Excavations” [AA - AGM and 

Members evening] 

18.01.12 Phil Abramson “Defence 

Estates, Barrow to Bunker: 

Archaeology on the MOD 

Estate” [NAG] 

21.01.12 Lindsay Allason-Jones 

(Newcastle University) “Why Do 

Finds Research?” [Arch & Arch] 

25.01.12  Dr Cyprian Broodbank 

(UCL–Institute of Archaeology) “The 

Making of the Middle Sea: Towards 

a Prehistory of the 

Mediterranean” [DUADRS] 

31.01.12 Lacey Wallace 

(Cambridge) “Diverse Communities 

in Early Roman London” [NURAS, 

Postgraduate Meeting Room, 2nd 

Floor, Armstrong Bldg, Newcastle 

University] 

01.02.12 Prof. Chris Gerrard 

(University of Durham) “Contest and 

cooperation: strategies for medieval 

and later irrigation in an arid zone in 

NE Spain” [DUADRS] 

06.02.12 Kristian Pedersen “A bog 

excavation in north 

Northumberland” [BAS]  

8.02.12 Dr Peter van Dommelen 

(University of Glasgow) “Rural 

Connections: Migration, Technology 

and Agrarian Production in the 

Classical Mediterranean” [DUADRS] 

08.02.12 Robin Taylor-Wilson 

“Quaker Burial ground at Coach 

Lane” [NAG] 

14.02.12 Gabriel Blamires “Great 

Langdale Axe Factories. Outline of 

Sponsor Contact Details: 

AA = Appleby Archaeology, 7:30 
pm, except for the Members' Eve-
ning/AGM which starts at 7:00 
pm, Supper Room of the Market 
Hall, Appleby 

Arch & Arch = 2:30 pm, Elvet 
Riverside 141, New Elvet, Dur-
ham 

BAS = Border Archaeological So-
ciety lectures, 7:30 pm in Parish 
Centre, Berwick Upon Tweed, 
opposite Berwick Barracks. Mem-
bers free, visitors £2  

DUADRS = Durham University, 
Archaeology Department Re-
search Seminar, 4:15 pm to 
6:00pm, Birley Rm, Dawson Bldg, 
Durham 

NAG = Northumberland Archaeo-
logical Group Lectures, 7:00 pm, 
Black Swan Studios, Newcastle 
Arts Centre, Newcastle 

NURAS  =  Newcastle University 
Roman Archaeology Seminars, 
5:30 pm start 
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several possible ancient routeways 

to the stone axe working sites” [AA] 

15.02.12 Dr Bruce Albert (Durham 

University, Depts. of Archaeology & 

Geography) “Old and New World 

Perspectives on Human Ecology as 

Examined from Alluvial Pollen 

Data” [DUADRS] 

18.02.12 Erik Matthews (Society 

Fieldwork Officer) “800 Years in the 

Pleasure Ground: Further Thoughts 

on the Archaeology of Hornby 

Castle, North Yorkshire” [Arch & 

Arch] 

21.02.12 Andrew Gardener (UCL) 

“Caerleon, the Priory Field 

excavations” [NURAS, Postgraduate 

Meeting Rm, 2nd Floor, Armstrong 

Bldg] 

22.02.12 Dr Steffen Terp Laursen 

(University of Aarhus) “The world‟s 

largest prehistoric mound 

cemeteries and the emergence of 

the Dilmun state on Bahrain, c. 2250

-1750 BC” [DUADRS] 

29.02.12 Prof. Elizabeth Edwards 

(De Montfort University) “Amateur 

Photographers and the Experience 

of Antiquities in the late 19th 

century” [DUADRS] 

01.03.12 Simon James (Leicester) 

“Soldiers on the streets: the city of 

Dura-Europos versus its Roman 

garrison?” [NURAS, Postgraduate 

Meeting Rm, 2nd Floor, Armstrong 

Bldg] 

03.03.12 Emma Wells “Late 

Medieval Cuthbertine Pilgrimage to 

Lindisfarne and Farne: a 

Presentation of the Evidence” [Arch 

& Arch]  

07.03.12 Dr Ulf-Dietrich Schoop 

(University of Edinburgh) “The 

archaeology of villages in prehistoric 

Anatolia:Excavations at Late 

Chalcolithic Çamlıbel Tarlası, near 

Boğazköy” [DUADRS] 

13.03.12 Dr Ken Fairless and Jeff 

Lynn “The Northumberland and 

Durham Rock Art Project” [AA] 

14.03.12 Prof. Greg Woolf 

(University of St. Andrews) “Time, 

Monuments and Festivals in Ancient 

Rome” [DUADRS] 

14.03.12 Peter Ryder “Historic 

Churches” [NAG] 

10.04.12 Paul Frodsham (Historic 

Environment Officer, North Pennines 

AONB Partnership) “Update on 

„Altogether Archaeology‟” [AA] 

21.04.12 David Cranstone 

(Cranstone Consultants) “From Sun 

and Sand to Coal: Saltmaking and 

the „Long Industrial 

Revolution‟” [Arch & Arch]  

24.04.12 Thea Ravasi (Newcastle) 

“Hadrian's Villa: water, sculpture and 

architecture” [NURAS, Postgraduate 

Meeting Rm, 2nd Floor, Armstrong 

Bldg] 

25.04.12 Prof. Richard Hingley 

(Durham University Department of 

Archaeology) “Hadrian's Wall: A 

life” [DUADRS] 

01.05.12 Mike Bishop “Legionary 

fortresses, neogeography, and the 

perplexed exercitologist” [NURAS, 

Postgraduate Meeting Rm, 2nd Floor, 

Armstrong Bldg] 

02.05.12 Prof. Roberta Gilchrist 

(Reading University) “Heirlooms and 

Ancient Objects: Connecting the 

Lives of Medieval People and 

Things” [Arch & Arch]  

02.05.12  Dr Ian Meighan (University 

of Belfast) “Geoarchaeology in 

Ireland: New Grange to Rathlin 

Island” [DUADRS] 

09.05.12 Prof. Tim Darvill 

(Bournemouth University) “Merlin‟s 

Magic Circles: Stonehenge and the 

use of the Preseli 

Bluestones” [DUADRS] 

09.06.12 Drs Janet Montgomery 

(Durham University) and Nigel 

Melton (Bradford University) “The 

Gristhorpe Man Project: 

Antiquarianism to Archaeological 

Science” [Arch & Arch]  

CONFERENCES 

19.11.11 Prehistoric social 

networks in north-eastern 

England and south-eastern 

Scotland : Day Conference 

Location: Great North Museum: 

Hancock, Newcastle. Free, but 

booking required. To book: email 

r.j.crellin@ncl.ac.uk by 01.11.11. 

This is a „Tyne-Forth Prehistory 

Forum‟ event, see also http://

research.ncl.ac.uk/

tyneforthprehistoryforum/index.html  

19.11.2011 A Roman Imperial 

Family in Northern Britain : the 

Campaigns of Septimius Severus 

and Their Consequences Location: 

Customs House, South Shields; 

Cost £15 Arbeia Society members/

concessions: and £20 non-

members; Contact: 

alex.croom@twmuseums.org.uk 

21.04.12 Cumbria Industrial History 

Society's spring conference 

Location: Shap Wells Hotel, April, 

10:30-4:00, Theme of Brewing. 

WORKSHOP 

Cross-Border Archaeological 

Project (Town Yetholm) 

Forthcoming workshop on surveying 

with a theodolite Surveying and 

recording St Ethelreda's chapel. For 

more information email 

basconnect@aol.com. 

STUDY DAY 

26.11.11 Technology in Ancient 

Egypt; Host: NE Ancient Egypt 

Society & NE Centre for Lifelong 

Learning, Ridley Building 2, 

Claremont Road, Newcastle 

University. Topics include linen and 

flax working, ancient malting and 

brewing, bird art, and glass 

technology. Free to members of the 

society and CLL; £10 non-members, 

£5 concessions; email 

neaesoc@gmail.com for more info. 

Newsletter  Page 7  

Dr David Starkey, President of the 

Kendal Group, Cumberland and 

Westmorland Antiquarian and Ar-

chaeological Society, and is return-

ing to his home town of Kendal to 

give a lecture on Tuesday, 8 th No-

vember, 2011, at 7:30 pm in Kendal 

Town Hall. The title of his lecture is 

"Marriage and the Monarchy". 

mailto:r.j.crellin@ncl.ac.uk
http://research.ncl.ac.uk/tyneforthprehistoryforum/index.html
http://research.ncl.ac.uk/tyneforthprehistoryforum/index.html
http://research.ncl.ac.uk/tyneforthprehistoryforum/index.html
mailto:alex.croom@twmuseums.org.uk
mailto:basconnect@aol.com
mailto:neaesoc@gmail.com


By Tom Broad, BAS Reporter 

Or does it ... perhaps not, it could 

be iron; but whatever it is, there 

are some interesting develop-

ments on the top of Shotton Hill ... 

which could change its historical 

importance. 

As some readers will be aware, 

for the past two years BAS has 

been involved in a Cross-Border 

Archaeological Project (CBAP) 

that covers a stretch of terrain ly-

ing along the Scottish/English bor-

der between Roxburghshire and 

Northumberland. Shotton Hill is 

situated in England, close to the 

border, and is above the Halter 

Bum near Yetholm Mains. 

In April, BAS members Barrie Ev-

ans and Tom Broad visited the top 

of the hill to examine some un-

usual outlines spotted on an aerial 

photograph by Evans. This visit 

confirmed something was there 

that clearly justified further investi-

gation. Northumberland National 

Park Authority archaeologist, 

Chris Jones, later visited the hill 

and agreed the features were of 

interest. A CBAP team mapped 

out some exploratory trenches, 

and were ready to begin excava-. 

tions, but the weather did not co-

operate 

Over a two-days in September, 

with the generosity of Shotton 

farmer, Ian Harvey, and volunteer 

helpers from BAS and Yetholm 

History Society turf was removed 

and the excavation began. The 

first trench revealed what ap-

peared to be two, semi-circular 

ditches below a central mound 

that terminated against a field 

wall. Any evidence beyond this 

wall has, unfortunately, been de-

stroyed by cultivation. Although 

the turf has mostly been removed, 

a large amount of detailed trowel 

work is now required. 

As of yet, only a small area has 

been exposed but what is appear-

ing does suggest the existence of 

two revetments, one above the 

other with a stretch of level ground 

between. The general impression 

is, however, that it could be the 

remains of a badly eroded Iron 

Age fort. Until more excavation 

work has been completed, and the 

site has been viewed by the pro-

fessionals, we are unable to claim 

categorically that we do have a 

fort, time will no doubt tell ... but 

the speculation is exciting! 
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Google Earth and Archae-

ology 

By Sabrina 

Pietrobono 

Recent news (Journal of Archaeo-

logical Science, 38, June 2011, pp. 

1284-1293) claims that using 

Google Earth the field of “armchair 

archaeology” is becoming more and 

more attractive to the new genera-

tion. Thanks to this relatively new on

-line tool several new discoveries 

have been made from the comfort of 

home.  

Google Earth is not the only useful 

tool that new technology gives us 

today. But with its 20 different kinds 

of search products, it is one of the 

most powerful. My personal interest 

is to document its use in archae-

ology and to better understand the 

balance between serious science 

and enjoyable „armchair‟ research.  

A recent example of using Google 

Earth in the North of England and 

across the English-Scottish Borders 

can be seen in the project An Ar-

chaeological survey of Threestone-

burn Forest, Northumberland  

(Archaeological Research Services, 

Ltd). According to the project‟s final 

report (February, 2011), the ar-

chaeological assessment had identi-

fied 51 sites in an area that includes 

Threestoneburn stone circle and a 

Bronze Age cairn field. Using ar-

chive sources, historical mapping, 

and aerial photography, the re-

search team has involved Google 

Earth to supplement laser scans of 

the available vertical images which 

the National Monuments Record 

had supplied. Google Earth pro-

vided an indication of the latest evi-

dence of the features captured in 

2007. Data are available in 

www.forestry.gov.uk. 

Border Archaeological Society Goes for Bronze!  

Rough plan of site showing approximate position of trench 'A' 
and 'B'. Plan provided by Broad. 

http://www.forestry.gov.uk
http://www.google.co.uk/intl/en_uk/earth/


by Belinda Burke, Secretary of Arch and Arch  

This year the Architectural and Archaeological Soci-
ety of Durham and Northumberland is celebrating its 
150th anniversary. To mark this event, a booklet on 
the history of the society, written by Janet McDougall, 
was published, and, at the AGM in May, a plaque was 
unveiled to Dr William Greenwell, who was president 
of the society for a staggering 55 years. 

On 24th September, the society hosted a conference 
in Durham: ‘Architecture and Archaeology: a Wide 
and Fertile Field in Which to Labour’. In the opening 
lecture, Professor Colin Renfrew took us on a breath-
taking tour of „Changing Perspectives in World Pre-
history‟ over the past 150 years, culminating in the 
development of a cognitive archaeology, and leading 
to the fundamental question: „What are the qualities of 
being human?‟ After contributions from a range of ex-
perts from our area and beyond, the day ended with 
Mike Heyworth, Director of CBA, speaking on ‘Public 
Engagement with Archaeology: Past, Present and 
Future’. 

The society‟s customary lecture programme was ex-
tended to include speakers with long association with 
the society and others talking about archaeological 
discoveries of national and international importance, 
and the customary summer excursions included a trip 
to Richmond and Easby, in part retracing the steps of 
an outing with Greenwell to Richmond. The final 
event of the year will be a members meeting in the 
Jubilee Room at the Bowes Museum, when some of 
the finds in store will be brought out for members to 
discuss. 

The anniversary volume of the society‟s Durham Ar-
chaeological Journal (available shortly) will be the first 
produced in a newly designed format. Today the soci-
ety also is engaged in active fieldwork, being a part-
ner in the Binchester Research project, and pursuing 

a programme of survey and excavation at Hornby 
Castle, North Yorkshire. As in the past, it campaigns 
for the historic environment, and advises on planning 
issues in the area. 

Membership subscriptions to the society are: Ordinary 
membership (including Journal) £15.00; Joint mem-
bership £19.00; and Concessions (not including Jour-
nal £8.00. Contact Honorary Membership Secretary: 
Mrs Maureen Smith(6 Girton Close, Peterlee, Co Dur-
ham, SR8 2NF) or call her on 0191 586 6259. Our 
visit us at www.durham.ac.uk/archandarch.dandn. 
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2011: 150 years of the Arch & Arch  

Arch & Arch trip to Richmond. Photo provide by 
Belinda Burke  

Adult Education in Durham Area  

If you live in the Durham area, and want to learn more 

about what archaeologists do and how they interpret 

landscape, sites, and artefacts, then you might want to 

come along to Antioch House in Crossgate, Durham, on 

Tuesday evenings. Classes run from 7-9 pm during term 

time; two eight-week courses in autumn and spring, and 

a four-week course in summer. Each term tackles a dif-

ferent subject; over the last few years, these have 

ranged from local sites such as Hamsterley Castles and 

Binchester, through cup and ring markings and hill forts 

to Inca roads and Irish passage tombs. If this sounds 

like something that would interest you, contact Ian Col-

quhoun Ian: colquhouni@aol.com  or on 0792 705 

8660. 

Paxton Before the House    
Community Research Project 

Kristian Pedersen is looking for volunteers 

for excavation and fieldwalking at weekends 

at a Bronze or Iron Age promontory fort at 

Chesterfield Farm. Contact Kristian Pedersen 

on 0128 930 7869 or visit 

www.paxtonbeforethehouse.wordpress.com.  

Text to Support the CBA 

Supporters of Council for British Archaeology can 

make donations of up to £10 by texting ARCH11 to 

70070. The text message is free and all of the dona-

tion will be passed to the CBA. For further informa-

tion contact Cherida Plumb at the CBA on develop-

ment@britarch.ac.uk or visit http://

www.justgiving.com/justtextgiving. Or just do it by: 

 typing ARCH11 into a blank text message 

 choose the amount you wish to donate to the 

CBA (£1, £2, £3, £4, £5 or £10) and add that 

amount to your text message 

 send the message to 70070 

http://www.durham.ac.uk/archandarch.dandn
mailto:colquhouni@aol.com?subject=Adult%20Education
http://www.paxtonbeforethehouse.wordpress.com
mailto:development@britarch.ac.uk
mailto:development@britarch.ac.uk
http://http:/www.justgiving.com/justtextgiving
http://http:/www.justgiving.com/justtextgiving
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By Jennifer Morrison 

A programme of archaeological 

work was undertaken at the above 

park this summer by the New 

Friends of Northumberland Park. 

The work was funded through North 

Tyneside Council‟s HLF funded 

„Parks for People‟ stage one applica-

tion. If successful, the project will 

restore the park to its former glory. 

Members of the Friends group, su-

pervised by the Newcastle-based 

Archaeological Practice, gathered 

together documentary and carto-

graphic information relating to the 

park in order to create a desk-based 

assessment. 

The late 19th century public park 

contains within it the medieval hospi-

tal and burial ground of St. Leonard, 

which was founded around 1220 AD 

and belonged to the Benedictine Pri-

ory at Tynemouth. The „hospital‟ or 

almshouse, would have provided 

accommodation, food and spiritual 

guidance rather than medical care. It 

is worth noting however that St. Leo-

nard is traditionally associated with 

the care of lepers and so the site is 

known locally as a leper hospital. 

Nothing of the medieval buildings 

can be seen on the ground today, 

but in 1885 workmen laying out the 

park found a building, two stone cof-

fins, a number of medieval grave 

covers and a number of skeletons. 

The coffins and a 15th century lime-

stone graveslab showing a man, his 

wife and their five children still sur-

vive on the site and are listed grade 

2. The last recorded burial was in 

1708. 

In May 2011, Alan Biggins of 

Timescape Surveys trained volun-

teers in geophysical survey tech-

niques. The survey aimed to map 

buried anomalies which may indicate 

the presence of hospital buildings. 

The survey recorded the site of Spi-

tal or Park Cottage, which was built 

around 1860. A number of linear and 

rectilinear anomalies of possible ar-

chaeological origin were also lo-

cated. 

In June ,Tyne and Wear County Ar-

chaeologist and The Archaeological 

Practice trained the Friends group in 

excavation techniques. The aim was 

to test the results of the geophysical 

survey and to ascertain if medieval 

buildings or graves survived. A 

paved area flanked by walls with 

foundations of large boulders was 

uncovered at shallow depth. This is 

almost certainly a hospital building. 

Nearby a number of articulated 

skeletons were found along with  

deposits of previously disturbed 

We are looking for volunteers to 
help us monitor and conserve our 
Scheduled Ancient Monuments. 
Together we can safeguard our 
heritage. 

Anyone can become a Heritage at 
Risk Volunteer, and we would like 
to involve as many people as pos-
sible. All volunteers will be sup-
ported throughout their involve-
ment in the project by Northumber-
land National Park (NNP) staff, 
and all volunteers will be provided 
full and comprehensive training. 
The training is free, and is open to 
people of all backgrounds, ages, 
and abilities. There is no minimum 
or maximum commitment; volun-
teers can monitor or get involved 
with as many or as few sites or 
activities as they are able. Becom-
ing a Heritage at Risk Volunteer is 
an opportunity to...  

 Learn new skills and gain valu-
able experience.  

 Learn about the history of the 
important sites within the NNP, 

and gain a new understanding 
and appreciation of the land-
scape.  

 Play a vital role in the conserva-
tion and preservation of these 
sites, ensuring their long term 
survival for the benefit of pre-
sent and future generations.  

 Explore the beautiful and in-
spirational landscape of NNP.  

 Meet new people and have 
fun!  

If you would like more informa-
tion or are interested in becom-
ing a volunteer please contact 
NNP‟s Heritage at Risk Officer, 
Natalie Ward, 
onheritageatrisk@nnpa.org.uk or 
0143 4611580. 

Northumberland National Park Heritage at Risk Project 

Images top to bottom – SAM  25036 Low Cleughs 
Bastle; volunteer training day in the Cheviot at dis-
cussing and viewing the threats to Brough Law hill-
fort, part of SAM 32782;  ‘The Old Palace’ at Yeaver-
ing; and Walkers Cairn on the summit of Brough Law. 

Community Excavation at Northumberland Park, North Shields 

mailto:heritageatrisk@nnpa.org.uk?subject=Heritage%20at%20Risk%20Volunteer
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A Spider's View By A Keith Elliott, HER Assistant   
Robert Bruce famously, whilst on the run on the Isle of Arran, is 
said to have watched a spider in creating it's web inspiring him to 
continue his efforts to establish himself as King of Scotland and 
continue as at Bannockburn with some success. Similarly CBA 
North readers should keep, if they can, they eyes on what new 
'webs' - websites and webpages - are being devised and devel-
oped. Whilst space precludes listing every website and webpage 
there are a few recent additions to what is available online that 
might be of interest to CBA North readers. So what is there and 
catches this spider's eye today… 

Historic Seascape Characterisation: The Irish Sea can be found 
in the Archaeological Data Service's webpages (http://
archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/archives/view/hscirish_eh_2011/).  

Coming ashore, but not totally, just yet. English Heritage recently 
launched a Intertidal and Coastal Peat Database http://
www.english-heritage.org.uk/professional/research/heritage-
science/environmental-studies/Environmental-Studies-
Resources/intertidal-peat-database/).  

On drier land than where we started is Aeolian Archaeology: the 
Archaeology of Sand Landscapes in Scotland (http://
www.sair.org.uk/sair48/) .  

Three websites and three individual choices. Incidentally south 
Durham and Cleveland-based readers will know it already, but 
why start with Robert Bruce other than a link for the (world 
wide) web? He was the descended from the de Brus family as 
Lords of Cleveland and Annandale. (See the Oxford Dictionary 
of National Biography website, http://www.oxforddnb.com/, 
for details; thinking of which will a page of this site deal with 
John Collingwood Bruce? I wonder, let's see... I could go on... 
work to be done... must stop).  

 

 

YAC is the only 

UK-wide archaeology club 

for young people aged up to 17.  

Join YAC today and you‟ll get all 

this:  

 Personalised pack with a pin 

badge, membership card, a cer-

tificate, & welcome letter signed 

by our Club President Tony Rob-

inson from Time Team!  

 4 copies of Young Archaeologist 

magazine every year, with hands-

on activities, news, competitions 

& much more!  

 A YAC Pass packed with loads of 

special offers, including free entry 

or discounts at over 170 muse-

ums across the UK!  

 Exclusive money-off deals with 

top book and magazine publish-

ers.  

 Discounts on archaeological tools 

and outdoor equipment with our 

partner organisations  

 The opportunity to dig on a real 

archaeological excavation with 

our annual Dig It competitions!  

Your YAC pass will give you ac-

cess to up to four participating Eng-

lish Heritage sites, including three 

sites along Hadrian‟s Wall, Cor-

bridge, Chesters and Birdoswald.  

Tony Robinson says, “YAC encour-

ages young people to look after 

and protect our archaeology. I am 

proud to be YAC‟s President!”  

So if you‟re aged up to 17 and in-

terested in all things archaeologi-

cal, join YAC now! Visit www.yac-

uk.org/shop or call us on 01904 

671417. 

There may also be the opportunity 

to join a local club. Four branches 

of YAC exist within the CBA North 

boundaries; Maryport, Kendal, and 

Whitehaven are in the west and 

Newcastle is in east.  Local clubs 

tend to meet once a month, usually 

on Saturdays, and cover a wide 

range of activities, from flint knap-

ping to learning about life in Victo-

rian England. Why not contact your 

local club and see if there are any 

places!     Article by Hannah Flint 

Community Excavation continued... charnel 

remains. A licence had been obtained from the 

Ministry of Justice to uncover any human buri-

als. These were hand cleaned, photographed 

and planned by the volunteers but were left in-

situ and re-buried at the end of the excavation. 

A surprising find was a polished prehistoric 

stone axe, found in Victorian backfill under the 

floor level of Spital Cottage. Where this fine 

object originally came from is unknown. 

Finds specialists are presently analysing the 

finds from the excavation, which includes a 

coin, a large amount of pottery and glass. CBA 

North‟s newsletter editor, Dr Myra Giesen from 

Newcastle University, is preparing a report on 

the human remains. The bones did not seem 

to display any signs of leprosy. 

North Tyneside Council and the HLF were im-

pressed with the work. The results can be 

used for interpretation panels to help visitors 

better understand the medieval site. If the 

„Parks for People‟ project is approved, it is 

hoped that the Friends group could return to 

the site for a second phase of excavation. 

For more information and contact details for 

the New Friends of Northumberland Park 

please contact Jennifer Morrison, Tyne and 

Wear Archaeology Officer 0191 211 2618 or 

jennifer.morrison@newcastle.gov.uk. 

http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/archives/view/hscirish_eh_2011/
http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/archives/view/hscirish_eh_2011/
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/professional/research/heritage-science/environmental-studies/Environmental-Studies-Resources/intertidal-peat-database/
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/professional/research/heritage-science/environmental-studies/Environmental-Studies-Resources/intertidal-peat-database/
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/professional/research/heritage-science/environmental-studies/Environmental-Studies-Resources/intertidal-peat-database/
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/professional/research/heritage-science/environmental-studies/Environmental-Studies-Resources/intertidal-peat-database/
http://www.sair.org.uk/sair48/
http://www.sair.org.uk/sair48/
http://www.oxforddnb.com/
http://www.yac-uk.org/shop
http://www.yac-uk.org/shop
mailto:jennifer.morrison@newcastle.gov.uk


Archaeology Dig 
Planned for Coquet-

dale By Jan Frazer 

The first ever-underwater ar-
chaeological dig in Coquet-
dale, Northumberland, is be-
ing planned by its‟ community 
archaeology group after a 
substantial cash award. 
Thanks to a £9,500 grant 
award from the Heritage Lot-
tery Fund (HLF), members of 
the Coquetdale Community 
Archaeology (CCA) group will 
spearheading a survey and 
excavation work in the River 
Coquet near Barrowburn from 
mid July. 

The objective is to uncover 
more remnants of what‟s be-
lieved to be a mediaeval 
fulling mill operated by local 
monks. Following erosion at 
this location, some remains 
were spotted in the bank and 
in the river by a CAA mem-
bers last year. Since then, 
further investigation work has 
been carried out including 
consulting a timber specialist 
who agrees the timber re-
mains seem to date from the 
right period. 

Documentary evidence from 
the Newminster Abbey in 

Morpeth indicates that a 
fulling mill (which processed 
cloth) was operating at this 
location early in the 13th. Ac-
cording to an account by local 
antiquarian, David Dippie 
Dixon some remains were still 
visible in the late 19th century 
– and now it‟s hoped to un-
cover more of them in case 
further erosion destroys the 
site altogether. 

Local schools and universities 
will also be involved in project 
work and the group intends to 
set up a website with blogs to 
report regularly on its pro-
gress. 

English Heritage also is a 
partner-funder in the project 
and has given the group an 
award of £2,500, while other 
grants have come from CBA 
(National) and the Society of 
Antiquaries of Newcastle 
upon Tyne. 

Copy Deadline for next Newsletter  

Friday, 30 March 2012 

CBA North welcomes the opportunity to advertise archaeo-
logical projects, events, fieldwork, exhibitions, and confer-
ences, plus other relevant news on behalf of our member-

ship.  Please send articles (200-300 words) to cbanorth-
news@britarch.ac.uk by 30 March 2012. 

Images are welcome, however, please confirm permission 
has been given for reproduction and include a short caption 
and to whom to give credit for the image.  

CBA North Sponsors      
We are seeking sponsors to help de-

fray cost of our newsletter. You will 

notice we have increased the font 

size and number of pages for this is-

sues.  If you would like to join 

yourPrintDepartment and Tar-

mac as CBA North sponsors, 

please contact us at                  

cbanorth@britarch.ac.uk. 

CBA North 
Committee Members  
Chair: Keith Merrin 

Secretary: Jennifer Morrison 

Treasurer: Liz White 

- - - - - - - 

Events Planner: rotating 

Fundraising Officer: Melissa Porter 

Membership: Tim Martin 

Newsletter Editor: Myra Giesen 

Student Liaison Officer: Tori Park & Kirsty 
McCarrison 

Website Coordinators: Liz White 

YAC Liaison Officer: Hannah Flint 

Committee Members at Large: 

Chris Burgess 

Paul Frodsham 

Clifford Jones 

Frank Robinson 

 

Contact Details: 

 Emails: 

General Enquires: 

cbanorth@britarch.ac.uk  

Membership: 

cbanorthmemberships@britarch.ac.uk  

Newsletter: 

cbanorthnews@britarch.ac.uk  

Website: 

CBA North: 

www.britarch.ac.uk/cban  

CBA National: 

www.britarch.ac.uk 

Post: 
CBA North 

c/o Jennifer Morrison 

Newcastle City Council 

Environment & Regeneration Directorate 

Strategic Housing, Planning & Transporta-

tion Division 

Development Management 

Civic Centre 

Barras Bridge 

Newcastle upon Tyne 

NE1 8PH 
 

Underwater archaeology. 
Photo provided by Frazer. 
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CBA North Membership Fees 

  Individual Joint Family Student 

UK £5 £7 £8 free 
Europe £7 £9 £10 free 

Rest of World £9 £11 £12 free 
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