
 
 

Public Lecture Programme 2015 
8 July 2015 

 
Professor Anthony Milton, University of Sheffield 
 ‘The Man behind the Chapel: Bishop John Cosin’ 
 
St Peter’s chapel in Auckland Castle was famously the inspiration of Durham’s first 
Restoration bishop, John Cosin. But why was Cosin concerned to create a new chapel 
on such a grand scale? To answer that question we need to know more about the man 
himself, and this paper will chart his fascinating career, navigating the choppy waters 
of the early Stuart church ,civil war, Interregnum and Restoration – events in which he 
played his own not insignificant part. As well as noting other examples of his obsession 
with the re-edifying of churches and of their worship, I will be looking at the thinking 
that lay behind this life-long passion, and in particular Cosin’s understanding of the 
identity of the Church of England and of her reformation. I will suggest that St Peter’s 
chapel may have had a very special meaning for Cosin, and for Restoration Anglicanism. 
 
Anthony Milton is Professor of History at the University of Sheffield and President of 
the Society for Reformation Studies. He has written several books on the Church of 
England 1600-1660 and is currently completing a book entitled England’s Second 
Reformation, and editing volume 1 of the Oxford History of Anglicanism. 
 

 
  



 
 

5 August 2015 
 
The Reverend Canon Rosalind Brown, Durham Cathedral 

‘Wartime Bishop: Hensley Henson and World War One’ 
 

2 September 2015 
 

James Kelly, Durham University 
‘Material Culture in Exile: the English Convents in Europe, 1600–1800’ 

 
7 October 2015 

 
Michael Carter, English Heritage 

'Soli Deo honor et Gloria: Reinterpreting the Art and Architecture of the 
Cistercians in Northern England in the late Middle Ages' 

 
4 November 2015 

 
Jan Graffius, Curator at Stonyhurst 

‘Mistress Wintour's Rich Embrodered Churchestuffe: practical Catholic 
devotion for laywomen following the Gunpowder Plot’ 
 

2 December 2015  
 

Jonathan Peacock, guest curator at The Bowes 
'Jeremiah Dixon (1733-1779): Artist, Scientist, and Adventurer'  

 
 
 
Lectures start at 6.30pm and will be followed by a drinks reception. Lecture 
tickets cost £6 and must be paid for in advance by calling 01388 743750. If you 
have an Annual Pass (costing £15) lectures are free but please book your place 
in advance as spaces are limited. If you would like to purchase an Annual Pass, 
please call 01388 743750. 
 
Any questions, please email enquiries@aucklandcastle.org or call 01388 
743750. For more information on Auckland Castle's Public Lecture Series, see 
http://aucklandcastle.org/events/public. 
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