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The European Northwest in the La Tène and Roman period is conspicuous for the high 

occurrence of glass annular adornments, usually referred to as glass bracelets or armlets. The 

most striking phenomena are the numbers of glass adornments, their variability in use and 

decorative regionality. The start of the production of glass annulars is dated to the second 

quarter of the third century BC in the heart of the La Tène cultural area, Central Europe, 

spreading further west and northwest in the consequent periods. In the Upper and Lower 

Rhineland, the La Tène culture borderland regions, it reaches its zenith in the Late Iron Age 

period, mid-to-late first century BC. With the arrival of Rome into these areas, early first 

century AD, the circulation of glass adornments decreases, yet the craft re-appears in the 

periphery of the Roman Empire, in southern Scotland and Northern England, where it picks 

in late first-mid second century AD.  

The talk serves as an introduction to my postdoctoral project entitled Global Glass: 

Global Glass Adornments Event Horizon in the Late Iron Age and Roman Period Frontiers 

(100 BC - AD 250). The project is multidisciplinary comparative research on the cross-

cultural consumption of these personal adornments. This project aims to provide the first 

detailed study of glass annulars from the inter-European perspective by assessing the 

evidence, firstly, in four north-western European countries: Germany, the Netherlands, 

Belgium, and United Kingdom, and, secondly, exploring its regional ramifications, by 

concentrating on one area, United Kingdom. This will allow to investigate points of 

interaction between craftspeople of various communities regarding the production of annulars 

as well as the rationale behind the adoption of foreign elements in the communal practices. 


