
Preview – TAS programme for 2016… 

…………………………………………… 
These are the currently planned lecture series and dates – as always, the venue is Stockton library. Talks start at 

7.30pm, and are normally on the last Tuesday of the month – NOTE: exceptions to this are listed below.  

 

26th January   

AGM & ‘Vindolanda’ by Lauren Wilkinson 
Lauren Wilkinson is the Archaeologist & Site Education Officer, at the Vindolanda Charitable Trust.  Lauren will 

be discussing the recent developments at Vindolanda. 

 

23rd February  

‘St Cuthbert’s Corpse’ by Dr. David Williams 
Writing under the pen name David Willem, David is the author of ‘St Cuthbert’s Corpse – a life after death’. In this 

talk, David will draw upon research for this book, charting the history of St. Cuthbert’s body through time. His 

coffin was opened six times in 1300 years and on each occasion someone kept a record of the body and relics as 

they were found - Anglo-Saxon monks, the first kings of all England, the Normans, Henry VIII's henchman, a 

Georgian antiquarian and Victorian scholars - all bringing different preoccupations and concerns to the same 

body of material. 

 

29th March  

‘Dead Men DO tell tales’ by Dr. Andrew Millard 
Dr. Andrew Millard is a senior lecturer at the Department of Archaeology, Durham University and an associate 

director (World Heritage Site) in the Institute of Medieval and Early Modern Studies. His talk will discuss isotopic 

analysis in understanding migration patterns and diets throughout history. 

 

19th April  

‘Neven Castle in Pembrokeshire’ by Dr. Chris Caple 
(Note change of date: NOT the last Tuesday of the month) 

Dr. Chris Caple graduated from the University of Wales, College of Cardiff, with a BSc in Archaeological 

Conservation.  In addition to being a Fellow of Antiquaries, and Director of the postgraduate programme in 

artefact conservation in Durham University Department of Archaeology, he has a long-term research interest in 

Welsh castles.  This talk will concentrate on the Welsh castle he has been most recently involved with in 

excavating: Nevern Castle in Pembrokeshire, where excavations began in 2008 and will continue to 2018. Findings 

so far of this well-preserved 12th Century castle, built of stone mortared with clay, include a threshold containing 

hidden apotropaic symbols. 

 

31st May   

‘Community Archaeology: Getting Involved with Research’ by Dr. Jon Kenny 
Dr. Jon Kenny is an independent community archaeologist working in and around York. He is passionate about 

community archaeology, and tonight will present results of two projects from the Vale of York, south of York at 

Cawood and North Duffield – work, in particular, which led to him being awarded the Council for British 

Archaeology Marsh Award for Community Archaeologist of the Year in November 2015 - and will also talk about 

a project evaluating deposits on a moated manorial centre located alongside the Archbishop’s Palace. In both 

North Duffield and Cawood, local history and archaeology groups obtained funding to carry out excavations, and 

community archaeological teams successfully completed archaeological projects, which led not only to a better 

understanding of the past, but also inclusion in the management of the historic environment where they live. 

 



28th June  

‘All that glitters: Metal detecting, The Treasure Act and the Portable Antiquities Scheme 

Revolution’ by Dr. Ben Roberts 
Dr. Ben Roberts completed his PhD on the Origins and Early Development of Metallurgy in Western Europe at the 

University of Cambridge. Since then, he worked at the British Museum as Curator for the European Bronze Age 

collections, and encompassed the recording of Bronze Age hoards found by metal-detecting in England, and the 

researching and co-writing of 41 programmes in the British Museum/ BBC Radio 4 series and accompanying book 

A History of the World in 100 Objects, before joining Durham University Department of Archaeology as lecturer. 

In tonight’s talk, Dr. Roberts will discuss the impact of the Treasure Act (1996, 2002) and the Portable Antiquities 

Scheme.  

 

July and August – no meetings – summer break 
 

27th September  

TBC by Debora Moretti  
Debora Moretti, M.Phil, M.Litt, AlfA, is a PhD student in the Graduate School of Arts and Humanities (Department 

of History) at the University of Bristol. She is a specialist in the materiality of magic in archaeological contexts, 

and her interests cover the history of Italian witchcraft in the early modern period, and ancient and medieval 

Italian paganism and magic. She is the recipient of the PhD Studentship – Leverhulme Funded Project ‘the Figure 

of the Witch’. 

 

25th October  

‘Children of the Revolution’ by Dr. Becky Gowland 
While researching for her PhD, Dr. Becky Gowland became interested in the divide between science and social 

theory in archaeology and the implications of this for human skeletal analysis and funerary archaeology, and 

became the co-editor of a book The Social Archaeology of Funerary Remains. More recently, she researched the 

skeletal remains of children to understand the impact of social processes upon population health. This talk draws 

upon her work with skeletal remains of children in the North of England during the Industrial Revolution, 

demonstrating health stresses in both urban-based and rural children.  Surprisingly, higher-than-expected rates 

of health stress were found among rural children: possibly related to the relocation of pauper children from 

workhouses, to apprenticeships in rural-based Northern mills.  

 

29th November  

‘Archaeology on Roads: Some Recent Projects’ by Dr. Steve Sherlock 
Dr. Steve Sherlock is Clerk of Works for the archaeological programme underway on the A1 motorway scheme in 

North Yorkshire. As part of this development, which is estimated to continue until mid-2017, detailed records of 

buildings and landscape features liable to be impacted by construction work are being made; reviews of all 

historical buildings affected by the improvement scheme are being undertaken; and a number of archaeological 

sites have been identified for (and are being) excavated.  Dr. Steve Sherlock is a familiar face to the Teesside 

Archaeology Society, having spoken in the past on aspects of the archaeology associated with these works.  

 

December  

Date TBA – The Elgee Memorial Lecture, Dorman Museum, Middlesbrough 
The annual Elgee lecture takes place in the Dorman Museum, Middlesbrough, to remember the achievements of 

Frank Elgee (1880 – 1944), archaeologist, geologist, naturalist; and Curator of Dorman Museum until his death.  

The memorial lectures are hosted in turn by the archaeological, historical and natural history societies of 

Teesside. 


