
Medieval and Renaissance Durham Community Course:  
Drama, Ritual, Storytelling and People 

 
Course Programme 

 

The course will be held on Wednesday evenings 7:00-9:00pm (unless otherwise stated) throughout May and June at a 
charge of £41.00 for eight sessions.  
 
For more information please see our poster or contact us at durhamcommunity2016@gmail.com.  

 

Date No. 
Lead 

Tutor(s) Outline Period Room 

04.05.16 
18:30-
20:30 

1 Jamie 
Beckett 

Title: Plays, Processions and Other Performances in the North East.  
In this primary session we’ll give you a guided tour of the REED: NE 
Exhibition, located in the Chapel of the Nine Altars, Durham 
Cathedral, followed by a roundtable discussion of performance 
traditions in Durham with surviving texts and materials.  

c.800-
1650 

First half cathedral, 
second half  

Birley Room, 
Hatfield College  

11.05.16 

 
19:00-
21:00 

2 Alex 
Wilson 

Title: “We’re Going on a Troll Hunt!”  
Performing Monstrousness in Old Norse Outlaw Narratives.  
In this session we will introduce you to key episodes from some of 
the most famous Old Norse sagas, looking at story-telling in the far 
North. We’ll talk about the strange proliferation of trolls, and the 
connections between ‘monsters’ and ‘outlaws’ in these distant and 
dream-like landscapes.  

c.1200-
1500 

PG 20,  
Palace Green 

Library 

18.05.16 

 
19:00-
21:00 

3 Dr Charlie 
Rozier  

and  
Dr. Gemma 

Wain  

Title: Medieval Saints and Modern Songs in County Durham.  
In this session we’ll explore the role of saints in medieval society and 
the development of saints’ cults, focusing especially on St. Cuthbert 
from 700-1200 AD. We’ll be introducing you to a new project running 
with Oxford-based musical group Cantata Dramatis, who’ll be 
running a creative workshop on re-imagining the medieval past of 
the region.  

c.100-
1200 

Birley Room, 
Hatfield College   

mailto:durhamcommunity2016@gmail.com


25.05.16 

 

19:00-

21:00 

4 Jamie 
Beckett 

Title: Dragons, Worms and Medievalisms: Oral Traditions in the 

North East. In this session we’ll be looking at the stories of dragons 

and worms that seem to swarm this region, passed down from 

generation to generation.  We’ll be especially focusing on the history 

of the Lambton Worm, from its mysterious beginnings to the 

morphing of legend in the modern day.  

c.1100-
1900 

World Heritage 
Visitors Centre, 

Owengate 

01.06.16 - - BREAK  

 
 

-  

08.06.16 

 

18:30-

20:30 

5 Niall Oddy Title: Performing Identities in Durham Cathedral:  
The Reformation and the Civil War.   
This session will explore Durham Cathedral not as a Norman 
construction but as a site of living history in which for almost a 
thousand years people have left traces of their lives and their 
histories. We’ll visit the cathedral to see how Reformation ideology 
and the incarceration of Scottish prisoners in 1650 wrought changes 
on the interior of one of Europe's finest buildings. 

c.1560-
1660 

Meet at the 
cathedral door, 

second half located 
PG20, Palace Green 

Library 
 

15.06.16 

 

19:00-

21:00 

6 Megan 
Johnston  

Title: “Doing Neighbourhood”  
Gossip, Insults and Neighborliness in Seventeenth-Century Durham.  
In this session we’ll be looking at the struggles and strains of 
community life on and off the streets of Early Modern Durham. We’ll 
focus on the importance of words to the people of this period, and 
the way that gossip and insults could, and often did, get seriously 
out of hand.     

c.1600 
1620 

PG20,  
Palace Green 

Library 

22.06.16 

 

19:00-

21:00 

7 Kathleen 
Reynolds 

and  
Robyn Orr 

Title: Childbirth and Health in Early Modern England.  
In this session we’ll be looking at the various rituals and roles which 
surrounded pregnancy and childbirth in the seventeenth and 
eighteenth centuries. Was it ever purely a female interest? What role 
did the community play? And why was ‘nidgeting’ so necessary? 
We’ll be discussing a range of materials, from diaries and manuals to 
comic ballads popular in the period. 

c.1600-
1760 

Birley Room,  
Hatfield College   



29.06.16 

 

19:00-

21:00 

8 Local 
Historian 
Michael 

Richardson 

Title: “To the Honour of God and St Giles”: A Parish in History.  
This session will begin with a talk and tour of the church of St. Giles 
with local historian Michael Richardson. We’ll discuss the surviving 
texts and monuments which come from this special church, as well 
as the changing uses and meaning of the parish to the people of 
medieval and early modern Durham.  

 
- 

Meet at the 
entrance to St Giles 
Church, Gilesgate  

  


